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brom theSe experiences with this type fightsor not muoh information has
Fuu? DrugEhF to light, wever, pilots have reported spoeds up to 400 m.p.h.
indicated air spoed .in thisz typo fiphter,
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£ ne Lot ¢ ted having { wed ond of this type fighter from eighteen
thousand fa t sovon thousand fect, - A sl w dive was maintained
all the way with the P38 indicating 400 m,p,h, and during this time tho P38
unable to gain on the encm ! n1s vime anothao 38, indicating clesc to
500 m,p.h,, divad from mbove und suceseded in shovting the snomy plane down
after a leng nccurate 5 another indication o speod of this type fighter
may ba derived from combat on 21 July,1943 whon a P38 found the onemy fighter
bahind him, The went intd o shollow. dive nfid woas uneble to lose thse
enemy when indicating 400 m.p,h, ot low altitudos, This "Tony" was finally"
chased away by another P38 who dived from sbove firing a burst at long range.

basn no 1h11:rthn as to the

wrr e
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&, In combat in this squadron thoré hns
menoeuveratility of the enemy fightor, H

7OV he "Tony" nna, on ong or

two oceasions, shown no inclinmtion-fto zo intc i
would seem to be adveningeous to him, In egch
the tail of n "Tony" the only action {rken by the

maintpining =& _r:duzl dive with speod building up to

4

De There ere further indicn ‘;rué thet the "Tony" is not as apt to catch
fire as nre the "Zoke" and "Oscar" Although thoy huve been shot dowm in
flames in severul cases, s long Lccuruﬁ: burst woo hecessary to accomplish

this destruction gnd they did not show n tendency to explodo which has boen

characteristic of the Jnpanese fighter aeroplanes,

Comparative porformance trinls were not &ar out ot the time znd
these figures will be supplied ot a late

2 aircraft were flosm at normal combat =soight minus belly tanks,
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Headouarters, No. 1 Fighter Wing.
Headquarters, North Western Area.
26th May, 1943,

7/7/Air.

SPITFIRE VERSUS ZEKE - TACTICS.

Reference North Western Aresa Signal A.994 dated
25th May, 1943,

Be The tactics which Spitfire pilots in this Area have
been instructed to employ against Jap fighters encountered are

set out briefly below. Thev have been decided upon after a

close study of the somewhat meagre experlence of combats, and

the characteristics of the types obtained from intelligence sources.
Tactics naturally are not hard and fast but are subject to review
Ifrom time to time in the light of additional experiences,

3. Points favouring the Spitfire are :-

a) Maximum level speed at all heights.
b) Manoeuvrability at high speeds, and
c) Diving speed.

Zekes on the other hand are more manceuvrable at low speads.
Characteristics giving no appreciable advantage to either type
over the other are :-

(a) Service ceiling, and
(b) Rate of climb.

Although the rate of climb is approximately the same the Spitfire
appears to climb and zoom at a slightly shallower angle and higher
speed than the Zeke, thus opening the range by covering a greater
plan distance,

4, Factors primarily affecting "dogfighting" are :-

(a) Speed of the asircraft engaged.
(b) Stalling characteristics,

Where speeds are in excess 250 m.p.h. the "g" which a pilot can

impose without "blacking out" is the limiting factor so that no
advantage can be expected on either side. At speeds below 250 m.p.h.
however, due to the higher wing loading of the Spitfire, a "high

speed stall” will occur if the pilot attempts to turn with a Zeke at
progressively lower speeds and smaller radii of the turning eircle. The
conclusion drawn is that in a sustained "dogfight", irrespectives of

the speed at which it is commenced, the advantage must pass ultimately
to the Zeks,

D% Tactics in these circumstances are :=

(a) Endeavour to take station at least 1000 to 2000 feet
above and up sun of fighter(s) to be attacked.

(b) Attacks may be carried out from any angle from head on
to dead astern, but where a no or small deflsction
shot 1s possible it should be taken,

(o) Break should be a zoom away to one sids to retain height
advantage, up sun if possible, care being taken not to
over-run the aircraft being attacked,
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nach deliberate attack should be separate and under-
taken only with the advantage of height.

DO NOT ATTEMPT TO REMAIN AND DOGFIGHT.

when being attacked or attack is imminent and
complementary attack is not possible, pilot should
Oopen range by oulckest possible msthod. 4i.e, diving,
turning under and away from attack, etc.

when hard pressed "everything into ona corner" i.e.
violent break preferably under the attacking aircraft
and into a vertical dive. Follow this by an aileron
turn as speed builds up. Until speed builds up take
violent evasive action as necessary, i.e, rudder and
or elevator to throw attacking pilots aim off the
aircraft.

Favourite "break™ by Zekes when attacked from the
rear, 1s a steep zoom combined with turn away to

ons side,

“nother frequently used is the full loop with the
object of reversing the relative positions of attack-
er and attacked. Spitfire breask at sub para (ec)
above 1s designed to counter either of these manoe-
uvres,

Zeke pllots air discipline when acting as bomber
escort is good. Defensive action only sufficient to
protect bombers is taken normally and they reform
immediately attack ceases, Zekes do not willingly
"dogfight" and will not follow up an advantage if it
takes them away elther from the bombers or from their

track home.

Short range engagements are likely to favour the
Snitfire, due to its sturdier construction and armour.
Hence it is advisable to "get in" and "get out."

6. Basic element of tactical formation is the "loose
pair.” Two or thres pairs comprise each "section and two or more
sections make up the Squadron. Battle formation is usually as shown
below: -

1

T
- BLUE T
4 2

When not in the vicinity of the enemy souasdron may climb either
in battle formation, sections in line astern as below:=

HED
T 1

BLTUE T 2
T 1

T 2 T 4
T3
T 4
Major changes of direction are by "eross-over" turns by sections,

or individual aireraft turn about in the same direction after
gouadron is line abreast, i.e, "port" or "starpoard."

7 Movement of the Wing can be effected in the same manner,
Iﬁ meeting ralds the object is to rendezvous the VWing and make contact
with full numbers, The wing leader allots specific tasks to squadrons

{mmediately after giving "tally ho."
/Page B.uesanleos
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Fositioning of the souadron to carry out its task 1s at the
disoretion of the squadron leader.

(SGD) A.L. WALTERS
Group Captain,
Officer Commandihg,
No. 1 Fighter Ving,
R.A.A.F, « DARWIN,




