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ASE.

CASE BOSE

PREMIUM STOCKMAN

CUSTOM COLLABORATION

FOR 20 YEARS, weve been working with acclaimed custom knife-maker Tony
Hose to create hardworking tools destined to become classics. Inspired by a Depression-
era jackimile with a sweeping clip blade and the classic stockman knife, we added Tony

Bose's innovative design feature (o create a stockman like no other While most may never

come to own a Tony Bose original, this unique collaboration offers the next best thing

A COLLABORATION BETWEEN

. TONY
@@E BOSE

Tony BoSe is aliving legend in the knife world. He has been making
custom knives for decades and has received much acclaim over the years.
His collaboration with Case makes these knives highly sought after.

CASE, (1“ E‘g__ﬁ_ CASEXX, TESTED XX, XX, Case 6.5 BoneStag and various other marks used herein are registered trademarks of CaseMark,Inc.
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22 POCKET POWERHOUSE
+/From theminds of Jason Knight and Doug Marcaida
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FEATURES

30 OUTOFTHE AMAZON
Inspired by a trip to Colombia, the Yacare 10.0 draws its
influence from two strong jungle designs.
BY JONATHAN KILBURN

SIMPLE. SHARP. SOLID.
UTILITARIAN.

Designed by self-defense expert Fred Mastro, the no-
nonsense PY (Protect Yourself) knife by Bastinelli Knives
pulls double duty as a solid self-defense and field knife.
BY WAYSUN JOHNNY TSAI

FINDING ZEN AT SHOT SHOW
What is life like for an editor at the biggest show of its
kind? Go behind the scenes at the SHOT Show.

BY JOSHUA SWANAGON

ALWAYS BY YOUR SIDE
Cumming Bladeworks USA puts the quality of a
Fiddleback Forge knife in line with budget-
CONSCious consumers.

BY KEVINESTELA

RETRO RAZOR REVIVAL

Old trends have a tendency to come back around, as we
seein the latest resurrection of the straight razor for EDC.
BY ARMANDO BASULTO
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Engaged Media, Inc. VSI, Inc., 905 Kent St., Liberty, MO 64068. © 2018 by Engaged Media, Inc.
Allrights reserved. Reproduction of any material from this issue in whole or in part is strictly
prohibited. GST#855050365RT001 Canadian Post: Publications Mail Agreement PITNEY BOWES,
INC., PO Box 25542, London, ON N6C 682




66 STATE-OF-THE-ART SPRING STEEL
Hogue’s new Out-the-Front Automatic sets a new standard with
exceptional style and unrivaled craftsmanship.

BY MICHAEL JANICH

74 FOLDERFRENZY
These gorgeous custom folders will make you proud to present your
knife at every opportunity.
PHOTOS BY SHARP BY COOP

BEHIND THE SCENES

16 ALIFEWELLLIVED
Adiscussion with Doug Marcaida of Histamy Channal's “Famged in
Fire” reveals a professionalism and humility #wat dermoret mite
extraordinary character.
BY JOSHUA SWANAGON

COLUMNS

LOCKED ON

POINTS OF INTEREST
GEARUP

OUTSIDE THE WIRE
PERSONAL DEFENSE
EDGE OF SURVIVAL
RISING TALENT

COVER PHOTO: MK ULTRA FOLDING KUKRI
PHOTO BY: JOSHUA SWANAGON
COVER DESIGN: DAVID A. DE LA TORRE, JR.

ILLABTRATED

MAY/JUNE 2018
Volume 32 - Number 3

EDITORIAL
Doug Jeffrey Cditorial Director
Joshua Swanagon Fditor
Kelly Nomura Executive ging Editor
Michelle Salcedo !vana; ditor

DESIGN
David A. de la Torre, Jr. At Director

CONTRIBUTORS

nny Tsai

Casey Cllfford

Mark Pack S

John Cabral E
Gennlfer Merrlday

MARKETING
Michael Chadwick Digital Marketing & Media Coordinator

OPERATIONS

Robert Short [T

Parveen Kumar |\ a
Shailesh Khan
Alex Mendoza /0
Victoria Van Vlear Infern F

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
ide the US

ENGAGED

py price is

ENGAGED MEDIA, INC.

Scott Hall CEO
Tom Conradi VP Brand and P
Pinaki Bhattacharya !/
Bob Hulsy Director of B
Nathaniel Phillips HR and
Jason Mulroney [

Return undell

MARCH/APRIL 2018 - KNIVES ILLUSTRATED 5



1-800-351-8900  knifemaking.com ﬂ
Q :‘ ! andle Material Desert rorwood

d Micarts Mmmmw e
— et g

ﬂ m_\ _@ -
nifemaking Scribe

: ‘! ardened File Guide
J5305 - §39.95
- . FG101 - $49.95 db;.ﬁm.g_-.- :
Must Have .
ool "*1 = W &g
A KLINGSPOR

:‘!m‘m;u Cirlnding Affachmiemni
:‘ iber SEJ-L'EF Material Adapter Arm
50ld Separately
cE J5260 - $489.95
e (A
Introducing %

Slate Blue

ﬂ.l'dcr Hils

3 Ouli 77 W gﬂiﬂ! & ]

5”x10” Set of 10
MI995 - $9.95

Colors Also Sold Separately

- - Falloow Bt
m SS656 - $19.95
:‘ Eﬁnnﬂlizer Flus Hi-Tech Kit

M ) $53520 - §19.95 Powund Stock
Eladils - | ]
EC302 - $274.95 Brass, Nickel Silver & Stainless
_..-"‘f-. o il _f -r
Lt It 2 O Dhoot Clock /:/f
Mm /t gtrassl Nlcékgl Silver, Brass, Copper, Stainless, _.:".-'"r" 'y
ainless and Copper. & ; /

Nickel Silver & Titanium,

Brass, Nickel Silver &
Stainless.

—



HD903 - § £9.95 Sarin Chef
HD904 - $129.95 Vega Santoku
HD905 - $139.95 Hamel Chef

Stainless Keen Edge Cutler

1 Gallon

mx =t} Ferric Chloride
BS201 - $49.95

* SA Blade Sieel
440C ~ L
o Fantastic '_—/
~ Forging Steel \——/
CPM 154
Same Chemistry S$S106 - $19.95 Cooks Bladle

SS110 - $19.95 Santoku Blade
5160 as ATS34
¥ hef Bl
1095  Qutstanding $5107 - $19.95 Chef Blade

Fantastic Toughness osaic Designs Qneci / /wwm‘(%
Forging Steel Mape In USA Pui 919 95 m

Available in four combinations

of quality brass and nickel silver. ither {m{ﬂw;’hdmﬁ)
10 Liner styles shown online. inri::ﬁ,r

1/4" dia. x 3" length,

Riuticsl Stan
CATF TUBE CENTER

A MP041T [rass ilrass
‘ l‘ MP042 Brass N Silver
PJ MP044 NSilver N Silver
Fin Hhaal MP043 NSiver Brass

CAT.# TUBE CENTER

MP021 Brass Brass — - - =
1/32” x 57 x 10” G10 Spacer Material il 2::::: Hammer & Anvil
Specify Color When Ordering MP023 NSiver Brass CAT# TUBE CENTER
MPO11 Brass Brass
$6.95 Each Color

MP012 Brass N Silver
MPO014 NSilver N Silver
MP013 NSilver Brass

oy JANTZ

{“‘ [ F 'r For more information
CERTIFICATES kn-femakms com P e
AVAILABLE 1-800-351-8900 '

Or go to https://goo.gl/BVOKEA



LOCKEDON | #%8
A

STORY AND PHOTO BY JOSHUA SWANAGON

very year | look forward to SHOT Show, but
my body begs me not to go.

Although there are different shows throughout
the year, there are two that hold the most relevance to
the knife industry and knife enthusiasts in general, Blade
Show and SHOT Show.

As each show draws near, my inner child starts bouncing
around like he has been given far too much sugar at
grandma’s house and sent home. However, the old guy
on the outside starts to grumble a little and my feet send
up a formal protest.

The most recent scene of podiatry carnage was this year’s
SHOT Show. | heard it said once, a few years ago, that if
you were to stretch SHOT Show out in a straight line, it
would continue for 15 miles. That’s 15 miles of guns, knives
and equipment. A veritable playground for gear hounds.

Although for me SHOT Show means running from one
meeting to the next, often in completely opposite
locations from each other, it is always a nice time to see
old friends and make new ones. | also like to take the
opportunity to check out the cool gear | pass along the
way and keep my eyes peeled for great new products
that | think you, the reader, might be interested in for our
“New Products” column.

Itis not often that

you have the lobby to
yourself at SHOT Show.
You have to come pretty
late in the evening.

| would be remiss if | did not mention the Vegas nightlife
and let you know that if you have a chance to travel to
Vegas, you must get out and explore. This year the big
attraction was heading over to see Las Vegas Gunfights.

At Las Vegas Gunfights you can either participate or spec-
tate. In our case we spectated, since it was full when we ar-
rived, and we wanted to check it out first. In a nutshell, you
go into a small arena with either a team, or one on one, and
are given a firearm and two magazines full of “simunition.”
Once you are given the go-ahead, you start shooting. When
you are out of rounds, it is time for hand-to-hand combat.
Although striking is not allowed, these guys go at it. Once
the opposition is tapped out, the fight is over.

While we were there, we got the added benefit of seeing
Doug Marcaida, of the History Channel's “Forged in Fire,”
judge a match, which was a nice touch.

Allin all, now that | have had time to recover from the long
week and my inner child is thoroughly sated, | have had the
opportunity to reflect on what I saw. | can tell you with all
honesty this is going to be a good year for cutlery fans.

Stay sharp and keep it real. KI
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BOWIE |
SBACK

THELONE STAR STATE REGAINS ™
THERIGHTTOCARRYAPIECE

POINTS OF INTEREST
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BY KNIVES ILLUSTRATED STAFF

t reportedly caused some $125

billion in damages and killed

more than 100 people. While

not nearly as catastrophic as
the damage it caused to Houston,
Hurricane Harvey also impacted
the knife industry.

Knife Rights’ founder and Chairman,
Doug Ritter, and Director of Legislative
Affairs, Todd Rather, were in Austin,
Texas recently, to celebrate last year’s
enactment of HB 1935 that eliminated
from Texas statute the prohibition
against carrying “illegal knives,” in-
cluding throwing knives, daggers, dirks,
stilettos, poniards, swords, spears and
most notably, Bowie knives—as well as
blades longer than 5.5 inches, except
in a few locations. The presentation
was originally scheduled to be held last
September at The Alamo, but tragical-
ly, Hurricane Harvey intervened.

On the last Monday in January 2018,
a presentation ceremony was held
at the Texas Capitol in the House of
Representatives chamber.

Ritter noted, “It only seemed appropri-
ate to do the presentation under the
historic portrait of Jim Bowie, hero of
The Alamo, whose eponymous knife
was finally made legal to carry in Texas
by enactment of HB1935.”

Representative John Frullo, primary bill
sponsor, along with a small group of
friends who helped this bill pass, was
presented with a specially engraved
Bowie donated by Bear and Son Cutlery.

knivesillustrated.com

| To recognize his signing of the bill into law, on the day after the presenta-

tion, Ritter and Rathner had the honor of being invited to the Texas Gov-
ernor’s Mansion to present Governor Greg Abbott with a very special Texas
Heritage Bowie forged by Texas Knifemakers’ Guild President Jason Fry, a
sixth generation Texan who generously donated his efforts.

With an overall length of 15 inches, the 9 5/8-inch blade of W2 steel donat-
ed by Aldo Bruno, features a distinct hamon. The handle is spalted sycamore
from the grounds of the Texas Capitol, dyed and stabilized by Terry Dunn
of LaVernia, Texas. The guard and spacer are wrought iron from a rail of the
first railroad into Dallas in 1872, which was donated by Will Frary of Grape-
vine, Texas. The coined spacers are 1836 capped-bust silver half dollars,
signifying the year Texas won its independence from Mexico.

The stand is mesquite from Abilene, Texas, donated by one of Fry’s cousins,

also a sixth generation Texan. The wrought iron square nails forged to shape
for the stand are from the house of 1840s settler Allen Urquhart, who founded
Jefferson, Texas, and were donated by Don Millhouse of Fredericksburg, Texas.

Ritter said, “I sincerely appreciate Jason’s efforts on our behalf and the
contributions of all involved. Job well done!” KI

PRO-KNIFE BILLS INTRODUCED

January also saw a number of pro-knife bills introduced.

Mississippi Representative Gary Staples introduced HB 924, Knife Rights’ bill to remove
“Bowie knife, dirk knife, butcher knife and switchblade knife” from Mississippi’s deadly
weapons statutes.

Virginia Representative Michael Webert introduced HB 890, Knife Rights’ bill that would
allow the sale, possession and carry of switchblade knives with a CCW permit. Given the
difficult political situation in Virginia at this time, this bill is not expected to move anytime soon.

Filing ensures the bill is in the queue, ready to go.

In response to the tragic Texas church shootings last November, Senator Ben Chafin intro-

duced Knife-Rights-supported SB 372 that would repeal Virginia's ban on carrying “a gun,
pistol, bowie knife, dagger, or other dangerous weapon” to a “place of worship while a meeting
for religious purposes is being held.”

In Washington, HB 2600, a Knife-Rights-supported bill allowing concealed carry of “a
fixed blade knife having a blade of 6 inches or less in length,” was introduced by lead
sponsor Representative Morgan Irwin with bipartisan cosponsors.

MAY/JUNE 2018 - KNIVES ILLUSTRATED 9
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NEW PRODUCTS TO ENHANCE YOUR ACTIVE,
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01 Kershaw

I'll admit it, | am a goofball for a good spork. | even have a couple of
sporks in my silverware drawer and use them pretty much exclusively,
much to the chagrin of my wife. | think it is because | have always
found them to be so useful on backpacking trips that | feel they are
useful everywhere. While at SHOT Show this year, | got to see the new
Ration XL from Kershaw, and of course, | was immediately drawn to
its utilitarian design and functionality. | think my pack and silverware
drawer just might be getting new additions.

FEATURES
Fork Erel: 30rT3MoV, MSRP: $9.99
Spoon bed-blasted finish Fershaw.KaiUSALTD.com
Bottle opener [herall Length: 7.3 inches
(arabiner gate {B.6cm)
Weight: L1 ounces (60g)
025.11

When | saw this pack at SHOT Show | knew | had to include it here. Right
off the bat | loved its modularity. With the large hook-and-loop panel
on the front (loop panel) you can add the new HEXGRID panel and any
MOLLE-compatible gear at any angle you want. Or, if you prefer, you can
add any of the predesigned gear sets you wish. The pack’s interior also
includes a hook-and-loop panel so that you can set up the interior the
way you need it, really making it an All Missions Pack (AMP). But what |
really like about it is that it will soon be available in innocuous colors for
discreet urban carry. Available fall of 2018.

SPECS

5.11 Gear Set compatible

HEXGRID 9x9 Gear Set included

31-liter (1,950 cubicinches)

5000 nylon dobby (body)/1050D nylon (bottom)

MSRP: TBD
51MTactical.com

03 Leatherman

TREAD TEMPO

Having used the Leatherman Tread for the past year, | can attest to the
fact that it is every bit as useful and functional as it looks. | have used it
many times without any problems. As a watch guy, I’'m pleased with the
new Tread Tempo’s added benefit of a timekeeping function to what
was already a useful tool. The Swiss movement is water resistant to
200m, which means that divers now have a fully functional timepiece
and tool set to take on their next dive.

SPECS
Lircomference:94Zinches ~ Date/time functionswith [mboxwrench
Weight: 9.6 ounces threg luminescent hands ffmm boxwrench
Hand Width: 1 Zinches Five-year hattery fmm boxwrench
15:Stainless/blac i ; P
0mwaterresistance W '_'-'(h L fapcutter
! - 3Linchsrewdriver
fatch-esistant sapphire Vi scwdie Battieopener
ﬂ.?.l Gignge | VOt tide s ek
.E::'E'"r"“"' ; Fltscrewdiver :
. #1-2Philips WSRP: $449.95
tateapoBinh | g i Leatherman.com

04 Coast

One thing | am always looking for is a good hat light, but even my best
hat lights are only useful when | am wearing a hat. The HX4 Cliplight
from Coast changes that. It is lightweight enough to clip onto a hat, but
you can also fasten it onto your backpack strap, shirt or jacket pocket,

or just about anywhere you want. When you want it to stay in place
while you're working on your car, for example, the magnets make that
possible. Its swivel head allows you to point it right where you need it
most. Also, with two light settings, white and red, you have the option to
either light up an area or read a map without compromising night vision.

SPECS

Beam Optics: Dual color W&R
Light Output: 80 lumens
Beam Distance; 41 feet
Runtime: 3 hours 45 minutes
Length: 3inches
Weight: 1.8 ounces

Battery Description: Zx AMA

MSRP: $18
(oastPortland.com

05 UCO Gear

Chance favors the prepared mind, which is a sentiment | have always
tried to adhere to. While it is a good thing to know how to start a fire in
an emergency situation, it is also a good thing to have a small fire kit on
you whenever you venture into the great outdoors. With a burn time of
15 minutes and a self-striking tip, the UCO Gear Stormproof Sweetfire
Behemoth will allow you to work smarter, not harder, when it comes to
building a life-saving fire.

FEATURES SPECS
« Stormproof strikeable tip can be used with Burn Time: 15 min/point
striker on box, eliminating need for matches. | Weight: 0.8 ounces each
+ Made from sugarcane waste. Bagasse s Dimensions: Nine-pack: 5.5x0.75x0.4 inches
fibrous sugarcane byproduct used around the | Packaging: Metal tin
world as a renewable bio fuel.
+ Eachtin comes with nine Behemoths nestled
inside, ready for use. MSRP: §14.99
« achBehemothis 5.5inches long. UC0Gear.com
06 DMT

I've always thought that a simple pull-through sharpener was a good
idea for the field, but they all have one flaw, you are stuck with whatev-
erangle it was designed at. Not anymore. The Diamond-Vee sharpener
by DMT provides an adjustment on the side that allows you to set the
angle you would like; you can choose from 10, 15 and 20-degree angles.
The DMT Diamond-Vee is a great solution to throw in your pack fora
field-expedient sharpening system. Available in spring of 2018.

FEATURES

Fine grit MSRP: $29.99
Serrated, straight and curved edge sharpener | DMTSharp.com
10,15 and 20-degree angle sharpener

Portable storage
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KNIVES ARE MORE THAN JUST A SIMPLE
TOOL FOR RETIRED POLICE SERGEANT

SIMON CRUZ, JR.

he men and women in
blue need knives too.
Simon Cruz, Jr.isa
retired police sergeant
from a Southern California
agency and has 26 years of
law enforcement experience.
Although he is retired, he is far
from slowing down.

As the owner and rangemaster

of Double Tap Training Center, a
professional public safety and
firearms training facility in Los
Angeles County, California, Simon
has a list of instructor credentials
that is far too long to include
here. In summary they range

from law enforcement instructor
certifications such as POST Certified
MACTAC (Multi-Assault, Counter
Terrorism Action Capabilities)
Instructor, POST Certified Active
Shooter Response Instructor and
many other varied firearms and
first aid instructor certifications to
other agency, county and counter-
terrorism instructor certifications
such as FBI Certified Instructor IDC
(Instructor Development Program),
DHS Certified Trainer and A.L.I.C.E.
(Alert-Lockdown-Inform-
Counter-Evacuate) Certified
Advance Instructor.

Simon currently continues to serve
his community as a reserve officer
and acts as the department trainer.

| Active Duty
o WHAT KNIFE DID YOU
CARRY ON ACTIVE DUTY
AND WHY?
For a number of years | have carried
a folding Buck knife while on duty.
It was a gift from my brother. It had
a 2.5-inch stainless-steel blade and
staggered serrations. The blade was
durable and was used numerous
times prying doors, and the blade tip
did not break at all.

| decided to replace it with the
Shrade 1st Response folding blade
after the thumb stud of the Buck
knife came off. The Shrade knife
featured a partially serrated blade
and was made of high carbon
stainless steel. It contained dual
thumb studs for easy opening

with either hand and featured a
glass-breaker tip and strap cutter
for cutting through clothing or seat
belts. I've had this knife for about
five years now and bought it from
a sporting goods store for less than
$20, | believe.

o CAN YOU RECOUNT

A DANGEROUS
SITUATION IN WHICH YOU HAD
TO USE THE KNIFE?
| am fortunate to say | never had
to use my knife to defend myself. |
have utilized my knives in numerous
rescue and medical aid situations
though; mostly cutting through
clothing—to use the A.E.D.—and seat
belts to get people out of vehicles.

11 Off Duty
OBWHAT KNIFE DO YOU
CARRY NOW AND WHY?
I reverted back to carrying my old
Shrade 15t Responder a few months
ago after carrying a newer knife for
about two years. A couple of years
ago, a colleague of mine handed
me a knife he had received at SHOT

Show. The new knife looked so good
that | decided to carry it on duty.

A few months ago, | had to respond
to an emergency call of a suicidal
male trying to hang himself. My
partner and | immediately rushed to
the scene, only to find the individual
already hanging and unconscious.

The man had hung himself with
his T-shirt, using it as a makeshift
noose on a door handle. He was

Follow &
Search

@® SPECS

SCHRADEI*
RESPONSE FOLDING
KNIFE

Blade Material: TCRITMOV
Blade Length: 3.15inches
Closed Length: 494 inches
Overall Length: 8 inches
Handle Material: Aluminum
Weight: 4 ounces

MSRP: N/A

BTIBrands.com

BUCK KNIVES
BUCKLITE 442

Blade Material: 420HC

Blade Length: 3 inches

Closed Length: 4375 inches

Overall Length: 1375 inches

Handle Material: Black Thermoplastic
Weight: .5 ounces

MSRP: §36 (in1997)
BuckKnives.com

unresponsive, so | told my partner to
call EMS to the scene while | cut the
shirt to release the individual from
the noose. | used the new knife that
| had received from my friend, but
under these unusual and extreme
circumstances, it didn’t work as
quickly as | had hoped. | ended up
removing the knots of the noose
with my hands.

After the incident | decided to go
back to my old Schrade knife, which
was still in good condition, although
it does show its age. To make sure
that the Schrade knife would be
able to cut through a garment,

| tested it on different clothing
materials, including jackets, jeans,
even old leather jackets, and it cut
through the garments without

any issues. Kl



Overhead attack.
These two sequences
illustrate two different
approaches to using a
knife to defend against
an overhead attack
with a stick, club or
crowbar.

MODERN KNIFE

THE MEDICALLY SOUND APPROACH TO KNIFE SELF-DEFENSE

STORY AND PHOTOS BY MICHAEL JANICH &

he true goal of self-defense
is to stop a threat as quickly
and decisively as possible.
Logically, the longer you allow
an attacker to pose a danger to you,
the greater your chances of being killed
or suffering serious injury. That’s why
stopping power is a core concept of all
sound personal-defense tactics.

When it comes to self-defense with
knives, one of the most confusing and
hotly debated topicsis targeting. In
simple terms, which parts of an attacker
should you cut or puncture to make him
stop trying to kill you?

Depending upon the system you study,
the answer to that question runs the

gamut from repeatedly and indiscrimi-
nately stabbing any body part you can

14 KNIVES ILLUSTRATED - MAY/JUNE 2018

reach to complicated templates of key
anatomical structures. So, what’s the
real answer? In my opinion, it's found
more in logic and medical science than
martial arts.

In1992, | wrote the book Knife Fighting:
A Practical Course based on years of
analysis of the Filipino martial arts and
military knife systems. Based on my
research of those historical methods, |
truly believed that cutting the neck and
stabbing the torso—both proven to be
lethal approaches—were sound tactics
for stopping with a knife.

Afew years later, | was asked to be a con-
sultant in a case in which a man defended
himself with a knife against another man

In this traditional
technique, the defender
blocks the attack with a
Roof Block while cutting
the assailant’s wrist.

He then counters with
aforehand cut to the
neck, targeting the
carotid artery.

knivesillustrated.com



OnTheWeb
Martial Blade oncepts
NartialBlade(oncepts.com

Although the attacker
may be mortally
wounded, heis not out
of commission and has
ample time to continue
his attack before blood
loss takes its toll.

As the second sequence
of the attack begins,
the defender blocks and
cuts with a Roof Block.

He follows by grabbing
the attacker’s wrist
and prepares for his
next cut.

His next move targets
his biceps/upper arm
with a downward cut.

At the bottom of the
cut, he targets the
assailant’s quadriceps
muscle, disabling his
leg and dropping him to
the ground.

intent on killing him. The defender, armed
witha 6-inch blade, stabbed the attacker
more than 50 times. According to the
autopsy report, many of those wounds
by themselves were judged to have been
potentially lethal. However, they didn’t
stop the attacker. He continued to attack,
pursuing the defender with murderous
intent through multiple rooms, for nearly
five minutes before dropping.

The more | learned about that incident
and similar cases, the more | realized
that what | thought | knew was wrong.

If Iwanted to carry a knife—particularly,
asmall, legally permissible one—as a
self-defense tool, | needed to understand
which targets | could cut or puncture with
it to really make a man stop trying tokill
me. If he dies but has the time and ability
to kill me before he does, | still lose.

My system of knife tactics, Martial Blade
Concepts (MBC), focuses on three specific
target priorities, because they offer three
levels of stopping power: immediate
disability (or at least debilitation) through
structural damage to muscles and
tendons, immediate disability through
the severing of peripheral nerves, and
time-delayed disability—and potentially
death—through the severing of major
arteries. In the 20-plus years that | have
been teaching MBC, | have been honored
to present it and its targeting system

to many medical professionals, including
the instructor cadre of the International
School of Tactical Medicine, who are

all seasoned trauma surgeons. They

have reviewed it and endorsed it as
medically sound.

In my opinion, the insights and endorse-
ment of modern medical professionals,
with intimate knowledge of weapon-in-
duced trauma, is far more empowering
than the baseless claims of most martial
arts and combatives traditions. Thanks
to modern medical science, we know

very well how the body works. With that
knowledge, we can also determine how
tomake it stop working with the judicious
application of a sharp blade. If you choose
to carry a knife for self-defense, you owe
it to yourself and your family to trainina

Interestingly, although the primary targets of this tac-
tic focus on muscles, tendons and nerves, performed
correctly, it can also cause nearly three times faster
blood loss than targeting the neck.

system of tactics that is based on sound
medical science, not historical clichés
and misinformation.
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DOUG MARCAIDA
DISCUSSES MARTIAL ARTS,
HEALTHCARE, KNIVES AND
“FORGED IN FIRE”

L

‘-. STORY BY JOSHUA SWANAGON

| PHOTOS BY DOUG MARCAIDA AND

1 COURTESY OF THE HISTORY CHANNEL
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t’s not hard to understand
why Doug Marcaida was
selected to be the edged
weapon combat specialist
for “Forged in Fire.” As a martial
artist myself, | remember watching
Doug Marcaida videos and being
impressed with how fluid, and
surprisingly fast he was witha
knife. When | found out that he
was selected as one of the judges
for “Forged in Fire,” | was very
excited to see where the show was
going to go. From the first episode
I have not been disappointed.
Doug has added a dynamic to the
show that | believe to be a large
part of its success to date.

| recently got to speak with Doug
about his passions and his time on
the show.

Martial Arts

KI: When did you first get into martial
arts?

DM: | started when | was 7, dabbling
in different classes, but | didn’t really
take it seriously until | was 16 years
old.

KI: How long have you studied Kali?
DM: Almost 28 years! [gulp] Am |
thatold?

KI: What arts, other than Kali, have
you studied?

DM: Karate, combat judo, kick-
boxing, Tae Kwon Do and Silat.

KI: Did you see a future for yourself in
the entertainment industry when you
began your martial arts career?

DM: Not at all. My full-time job

was as a respiratory therapist in
emergency care and teaching martial
arts all over, while doing military
contracting work on the side. That
became a seven-day work week.

But a very lucrative opportunity for
contract work arose to teach my
system overseas. Unfortunately, there
were some delays to the contract,
and | had already quit my hospital
job. That’s when “Forged in Fire”
presented itself, and | found myself
doing this work instead.

Doug Marcaida of

the History Channel's
"Forged in Fire." Photo
credit: History Channel,
"Forged in Fire"

““MY FULL-TIME JOB WAS AS A RESPIRATORY
|  THERAPIST INEMERGENCY CARE AND TEACHING
| MARTIAL ARTS ALL OVER, WHILE DOING MILITARY
| CONTRACTING WORK ON THE SIDE.”

I
| “Forged in Fire”
KI: How did you get involved with
“Forged in Fire”?
DM: | got messaged that they were
I looking for an end user with bladed

weapon skills. At that time, | had been

posting videos of my Kali journey on
| YouTube, and they found my videos.
They contacted me, and after a Skype
meeting, voila.
[
KI: What has been your greatest
challenge being a part of “Forged in
Fire”?
DM: The biggest challenge is to let
the weapon speak for itself and not
my skill. The viewers get to see, but
[ not feel, if the weapon’s balance is

[ off. It affects the way one would move

with it, the way one would control it.
If | have to adjust too much to make
it work, then that is more on the skill.
It's a fine balance but we try our best.

| Also, being away from family and the
time restraints have been hard. | love
the show, but being a judge, cutting
and testing pulls me away from what
got me there.

| I'miss my family, | miss my students,
and | miss training and teaching

Kali the way I'm used to doing it. My
seminars are very limited because

I of time.

| also miss the healing touch of
healthcare work.

KI: What is your best story/memory
| working on “Forged in Fire”?
DM: There are many, but Ryu Lim
[ .. watching him battle himself.
| Round 2 with seconds left, he
comes out of a plume of white
smoke covered in dust, looking like
a ghost, as if straight from a John
Woo movie, to turnin his blade. All
that was missing were doves flying.
! I'll never forget that image.

KI: How does the production schedule
with “Forged in Fire” affect your
personal business?

DM: It has overtaken my life because
of the amount of time we spend
filming the episodes.

KI: How has your time on “Forged

in Fire” enhanced your personal
business?

DM: | can now pay off some of my
bills [laughs]. All kidding aside, the
exposure is global and I'm able to
share more of what | do and have also
developed a following. | am now able
to design and work with big name
tactical companies like 5.11 Tactical. It
has also opened more demand for the
art | teach.

Knife Testing

KI: Do you come up with all of your
own tests?

DM: For Kali, yes. For the show, no.
The show has a team that comes up
with the tests.

KI: What goes into the planning and
creation of the tests?

DM: There are the kill, sharpness and
strength tests—anything to be able to
address those things. The team tries
to be creative, but they are not harsh,
nor easy, on testing the attributes of
these weapons. It is a middle ground.

What the viewers may not realize is that
| don’t get to zero in on the contestant’s
weapons. Handling them before a test
can damage the weapon, and these are
indeed made for one reason. When you
have a firearm, you get to sight itin, |
don’t have that luxury, because it’s

a competition.

KI: How much fun is it getting to play
with such elaborate testing grounds
on aregular basis?

DM: So much fun. On my own |
couldn’t afford the things we test on,



i i f Photo credit: History
let alone the different iconic weapons Channel, "Forged

from history. in Fire"

KI: If you don't mind me asking, how
did you hurt your arm?

DM: During one of the tests. Heavy,
dull blade; target was hard. Just my
luck that day.

KI: Is everything healing up ok?
DM: Yes, slowly but surely. Thanks.

Knife Design

KI: How long have you been
designing knives?

DM: In the course of my study in
Kali | designed my knives based
on how | trained with the art. |
started designing about 10 years
into the art. So, | would say it has
been about 18 years. | was lucky to
know talented bladesmiths in the
Philippines who could make my

designs at a low cost.

KI: How many different designs
do you have?

DM: | currently have 10 designs
in collaborations and more
waiting to be released.

KI: What attributes do you think
are important in a combat knife?
DM: A knife is only as good as its




availability in its time of need. So,
deployment and ease of carry are very
important. Otherwise it will collect
dust at home. Sharpness, retention
and wieldability are also important
attributes. You should be the one

who controls the knife, not the knife
controlling you.

KI: Has your time on “Forged in Fire”
influenced or changed the way you
think about your own designs?

DM: It certainly complements

my design ideas. | now have a

better understanding of historical
designs and their function. I'm no
longer one dimensional in thinking
about weapon designs, because

the different designs we pick from
history for the bladesmiths to make
has exposed me to other trains of
thought. After five seasons, thanks to
the mastersmiths and bladesmiths, |
have really learned a lot. | get to test
their designs and study the outcome.
It has been very educational.

KI: Have you learned any forging since
being on “Forged in Fire”?

DM: Yes. You can learn by watching,
but | also learned under Mastersmith
J Neilson, and took a knife-making
course at Arc Flame, in my home town
of Rochester, New York.

“Forged in Fire,”
the Future

KI: Are there any changes, for-
matting or otherwise, planned for
“Forged in Fire” that you are at
liberty to talk about?

DM: Bigger, better and more
engaging. Any more information and
they will make J Neilson critique my
being every minute. [laughs]

KI: Do you know how many more
seasons of “Forged in Fire” are
scheduled?

DM: We are on our fifth season and
will begin to film 30 episodes.

KI: Do you have any advice for
“Forged in Fire” contestants?

DM: Watch the show. Learn from
it, because that will be you. It’s not
like the forge at home, Know our
challenges and prepare for them.

““ROUND 2 WITH SECONDS LEFT, [RYULIM]
COMES OUT OF A PLUME OF WHITE SMOKE
COVERED IN DUST, LOOKING LIKE A GHOST, AS IF
STRAIGHT FROM A JOHN WOO MOVIE, TO TURN
INHIS BLADE.”

Always have fun. Don't forget, it’s
not indicative of your normal work,
only of what happens that particular
moment in competition.

KI: How about “Forged in Fire”
hopefuls? Any advice for how to be
selected as a contestant?

DM: Apply and a casting person will
contact you. Be ready to show your
work and answer questions. We cast
all levels of skill.

Wrapping Up

KI: If someone wanted to become a

student, how would they go about it?
DM: DougMarcaida.com is my
website, where | feature videos and
tutorials. They can also follow me on
Facebook, Instagram and YouTube.
[Information provided in the contact
sidebar, pg. 20. —Editor]

KI: Do you have locations in other
cities or a correspondence program of
any kind?

DM: Right now, | have video tutorials,
and | am working on long distance
courses. | currently have reps
teaching my systemin Italy, Greece,

The

Inkosi

Zulu: Chief
Giving you more features in a
smaller knife

Large
Hollow Grind
Technology

2.75” Blade

Length IP,

S35VN Blade -

Steel -

Angled Pocket Clip

Ceramic Ball Lock Interface

Oversized Washers
Large Pivot
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Doug Marcaida by
the Numbers

The number of seasons
Doug has been a judge
on “Forged in Fire.”

The number of martial
arts, including Kali,
Doug has studied.

The age that Doug first
started dabbling in the
martial arts.

The number of knife
designs Doug has been a
part of creating.

Doug’s age when he first
started getting serious
about the martial arts.

The number of years
Doug has been designing
knives.

The number of years
Doug has studied Kali.

““THANK YOU FOR
FOLLOWING MY
JOURNEY ANDLETTING
ME CELEBRATE
AND SHARE MY
PASSION WITH YOU.”

Contact

Facebook: Facebook.com/kuyaDougMarcaida/

Instagram: @dougmarcaida
YouTube: YouTube.com/user/kalisong]
Web: DougMarcaida.com

Romania, Bulgaria, Mexico, Chile,
NYC and Maryland, with our HQ
in Rochester. Our reps for those
locations also have pages on
Facebook.

KI: What would be the best way
for people to purchase your knife
designs?

DM: They can be purchased on

my website.

Kl: Is there anything else you would
like to say to your fans?

DM: Thank you for following my
journey and letting me celebrate and
share my passion with you.

Knives lllustrated would like to thank
Doug for taking the time to speak
with us and open up his life to us. His
professionalism and humility are a
true testament to his character. KI
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he hit television show
“Forged in Fire” has
had a profound impact
on modern knife
culture. In addition to exposing
millions of viewers to the world
of high-performance cutlery, it
has literally transformed the
experts who judge the show into
household names. And when two
of these experts, Jason Knight
and Doug Marcaida, teamed up
on a production knife design, it’s
no surprise that it turned out to

be something extraordinary. The MK Ultra Kukri

(gt 07538 s
During their work together as judges
on the show, Knight and Marcaida had
the opportunity to exchange thoughts
on all aspects of knife design,
historical edged-weapon combat,

and the direction the knife industry is
heading today. The more they talked,
the more common ground they found
in their personal philosophies on
knives and the more determined they
were to work on a project together.
That collaboration ultimately became
the Fox Knives MK Ultra Kukri Folder.

Design Details

In simple terms, the MK Ultra is a
folding kukri with an overall length of
9.25inches, frame lock and a flipper-
style opening mechanism. Simple,
however, is a term that doesn’t do this
knife justice.

First of all, it actually looks like a
kukri. While others have adapted
the kukri design to folders in the
past, much of the aesthetic flair
that defines a true kukri was lost.
Not so with the MK Ultra. The broad
belly and recurved edge of the
blade faithfully capture the spirit

of the traditional pattern. Similarly,
the handle, though modern and
high-tech, has the unmistakable
shape and ergonomics of a real-deal
Ghurka weapon. Perhaps most
importantly, the overall flow of the
design, from handle to blade, creates
the same dropped blade attitude

as a classic fixed-blade kukri, even
though the relationship between
their sizes is necessarily more
balanced in a folder format.

A stout titanium frame
lock mechanism

is made even better
with a stainless-
steelinterface.

The MK Ultra’s 4-inch blade is
beautifully machined from N690Co,

a high-performance stainless steel
produced by Bohler-Uddeholm. Its
complex grind consists of high-flat
bevels that begin with a gentle plunge
at the ricasso and widen to a full flat
near the point, creating a subtle distal
taper to the blade’s thickness.

About two-thirds of the way up the
blade’s width on both sides is a broad
fuller (groove) that starts deep near
the ricasso and becomes shallow with
the blade’s distal taper.

A raised ridge extends along most of
the spine of the blade, terminating far
enough in front of the handle juncture
to offer a smooth, comfortable thumb
ramp. The ridge is beveled on both
sides to create a swedge that further
enhances the blade’s dramatic looks
and ensures an acute point.

In keeping with the knife’s tactical
theme, the blade is cloaked in a
stealthy black Cerakote coating.
Knight's name and designer’s mark
are proudly featured on the blade’s
obverse side and is mirrored by
Marcaida’s on the reverse side.

Not to be outdone, the handle of

the MK Ultra is also beautifully
designed and executed. The obverse
side scale is linerless and is crafted
from solid black G10 with a subtle
peel-ply texture. It is balanced by the
reverse-side scale, which is precision
machined from solid titanium and
forms the foundation of the knife’s
stout frame-lock mechanism.

Since titanium is softer than the
blade’s lock ramp, the lock bar
includes an inset stainless-steel
interface that does double duty
as an overtravel stop. Secured by




What’sinaName?

Jason Knight is an American Blade-
smith Society (ABS) Master Blade-
smith who has earned an impressive
list of awards for his work, including
the ABS’ coveted B.R. Hughes Award
for the best knife by a Mastersmith
candidate. Capable of crafting a
broad range of world-class designs,
he is best known for his expressions
of the iconic Ghurka kukri knife.

Doug Marcaida is a highly skilled
practitioner and instructor of the
Filipino martial arts (FMA) and the
founder of Marcaida Kali. He is also
an accomplished knife designer

“THE BROAD BELLY AND RECURVED EDGE OF e o e i
THE BLADE FAITHFULLY CAPTURE THE SPIRIT Hhe ot efeciveness of the
OF THE TRADITIONAL PATTERN.” contestantsceatons

two screws, this feature prevents
the lock from galling (sticking) and
significantly extends the service life of
the knife. The relief cuts that create
the proper spring tension for the lock
bar are also machined on the outside
of the scale, ensuring a straight vector
from the bar’s base to the lock face
for maximum strength.

To allow the MK Ultra to be
conveniently carried, while keeping it
poised for immediate access, the butt

Naming a knife in today’s trade-
mark-crazy environment is difficult,
so they settled on “MK Ultra.” The
“M” for “Marcaida,” “K” for “Knight”
and “Ultra” because they were
both convinced that it was a pretty
damned cool design. While all that
The complex grind of makes perfect sense, it also happens
I both beautfuLand to be the name of a rather infamous
mind-control program run by the
CIA from the early '50s to the early
’10s. Rest assured, the name is pure
coincidence, and this knife, no matter
how impressive, has nothing to do
with CIA brainwashing.

end of the titanium scale
includes a sturdy pocket clip
configured for right-side, tip-up carry
only. To complement the blade, the
titanium scale, pocket clip and all
handle hardware also sport non-
reflective black coatings.
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Deployment and

Handling

Although this knife tips the scales

at 6.15 ounces, it carries surprisingly
wellin the typical right-front-pocket
position, thanks to its stout pocket
clip. The clip tension was perfect right
out of the box and, together with

the flared shape of the handle butt,
made drawing the knife smooth and
positive. Once in my hand it required
almost no adjustment to find and
operate the flipper with my index
finger. With very little practice | found
myself deploying the MK Ultra very
quickly and reliably, even during high-
stress hit-and-draw drills.

@ SPEC

Blade Steel: N690(0
Blade Length: 4.00 inches
Overall Length: 9.5 inches
Blade Style: Kukri

Blade Finish: Black

Edge Type: Plain

Handle Material: 6-10
MSRP: §1210

Above: While
traditional kukris
require a special tactic
for thrusting, the MK
Ultra’s design makes
point work easy.

Images 1-4: Unlike the
chop-focused tactics
of a traditional fixed-

blade kukri, the MK
Ultra flows smoothly
through high-speed
cutting sequences,
as shown here on
the Martial Blade
Concepts training
dummy.




Award-winning
Design

The original version of the MK Ultra
Folding Kukri was unveiled in 2017 to
rave reviews. It won Blade Magazine’s
prestigious Knife Collaboration of
the Year award at the 2017 Blade
Show and had hardcore fans of

both designers, the TV show, kukris
and knives in general clamoring to
get one. Fortunately, the wait is
finally over. Through an exclusive
arrangement with Tactical Elements
Inc., one of the premier purveyors of
elite tactical tools, this remarkable
knife is now available.

The MK Ultra’s flipper
opening offers the
perfect balance of
leverage, detent
strength, blade mass
and low-friction
ball-bearing washers.
Combined with the
blade’s short arc of

““THE MK ULTRA’S BLADE IS BEAUTIFULLY st
MACHINED FROM N690CO, A HIGH-
PERFORMANCE STAINLESS STEEL PRODUCED BY
BOHLER-UDDEHOLM.”

The knife’s pivot mechanism uses Once open, the blade locks securely

caged ball-bearing washers for an with no hint of vertical or lateral play, "'23
ultra-smooth action. They work and the flipper blends seamlessly

synergistically with its excellent with the contour of the handle to

flipper design, detent tension, blade form a very functional lower guard.

mass and sub-180-degree opening arc

to make the MK Ultra one of themost ~ Since | like back-ups for everything,

reliable flipper-openers I've used. | also found that the blade fullers

i
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provide a solid purchase for either a
blade-grip/handle-swing opening or a
two-handed opening.

Proof Positive
Conceptually, the MK Ultra is an
extremely well-conceived design,
but how do all of those features
really perform during use? Based on
my extensive testing of the knife in
both utilitarian and combative roles,
incredibly well.

The handle-to-blade angle matches
the natural angle of the wrist
perfectly, aligning the point with
the axis of the forearm. Unlike
fixed-blade kukris, which require a
special technique for thrusting, the
MK Ultra thrusts with natural power
and accuracy.

Although the forward portion of the
blade has significant belly—which
usually limits cutting power—the
blade’s downward attitude balances
that limitation. The result is a pretty
remarkable compromise that creates
impressive cutting power all the

way to the point. Cutting with the
concave portion of the edge on the
inside of the recurve provides extra
focus on the area just behind the
belly, especially during pull cuts. The
deepest part of the concave is also
positioned immediately opposite
the thumb ramp, allowing excellent
control when performing detail work
with the heel of the edge. In utilitarian
cutting, the wide blade and deep
fullers also support a full range of
choked-up grips that make the blade
amazingly versatile.

Above: The MK Ultra is
shown with a real-deal
military issue officer’s
kukri the author bought
from a Ghurka at Scho-
field Barracks, Hawaii a
few decades ago.

Top left: The concave
area of the blade’s
edge creates a sweet
spot of focused cutting
pressure. Even in tough
materials like carpet,
the blade cuts with
avengeance.

Left: The MK Ultra’s
refined handle-
to-blade angle
complements the
angle of the wrist to
center the blade’s
point on the axis of
the forearm. Note that

when the blade is open,

the flipper also makes
ahighly functional
lower guard.

Contact

Al
TacticalElements.com
TacticalElements.com

While kukris are renowned for their
chopping power, the concave portion
of the edge can also snag if the blade
doesn’t shear a target cleanly. The
perfectly tuned curves of the MK
Ultra’s edge work equally well with
both ballistic and pressure cuts,
effectively translating the power of
the kukri pattern into the speed and
fluidity of a small knife.

Everything a Kukri
Should Be

As noted earlier, Knight is known

for his exceptional understanding

of kukri knives and their distinctive
cutting dynamics. Marcaida’s expertise
includes in-depth knowledge of folding
knives and a close relationship with
Italy’s Fox Knives, which produces
some of his other popular designs.
Based on the synergy of those skills,
their goal was to create a folding

kukri that packed the classic style and
cutting performance of that legendary
blade patterninto a practical, state-of-
the-art folding knife.

The MK Ultra is an extraordinary
folding knife that truly reflects the
respective talents of its creators. It’s
everything that a kukri should be,
packed into an amazingly compact
EDC package. KI
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THETOPS KNIVES YACARE BRINGS JUNGLE-
INSPIRED DESIGN TO NORTH AMERICAN WOODS

STORY BY JONATHAN KILBURN
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nspiration can be found

anywhere if you’re paying

attention. When it comes to

machetes, there’s a simple
standard: It’s generally thought
of as a long, curved blade for
underbrush. Throughout history
and within many cultures—most
notably the jungles of South
America—the machete has a
standard design and intended use,
and while there is no specification
for size, they generally tend to be
on the longer side.

Enter TOPS Knives, which is turning
the preconceived idea of a machete
on its head. TOPS has a history

of pushing the limits of design to
produce superior products. This time,
the company seems to have hit the
proverbial nail on the head again with
its new Yacare 10.0.

The Yacare10.0
TOPS Knives calls its Yacare 10.0 a
medium-heavy machete. Medium for
the size of the blade and heavy for the
type of performance it can handle.

splits a piece of wood

length orin preparation

With an overall length of 15.5 inches,
and weighing 17.7 ounces, it's just small
enough to fit comfortably in a bag.

The shape pulls heavily from a

typical machete and barong design.

A broadening blade height extends
from the handle and brings in a
gentle curve to the tip while keeping a
straight spine. The handle is narrower
than a typical machete but fits well
into the overall design and weight of
the Yacare. The blade length looks as
if it would be too compact to do much
as a machete, but that’s deceptive
because it performs easily.

Branches, small trees and underbrush
present no issues, while the edge
design slices through fibrous vines

in the American Northeast with no
effort, even making short work of
young trees. Although no one is going
to chop down a 50-year-old maple
with the Yacare, it will handily clear
out a campsite or trail along the way.

The 0.190-inch-thick blade features
a high grind that is more than half

the overall height of the blade and
sweeps the entire length. The thin
stock and high grind of the Yacare

is meant to reduce weight while
providing enough material for years of
sharpening and support. Straight from
TOPS the edge needs no regrinding

or sharpening to be an essential and
useful tool, which is uncommonin

a standard machete. The spine’s
shortest spot stands at .25 inch,
which may not be able to withstand
the abuse a large machete or hatchet
would be better suited for.

Into the Wild

| took a trip out to the wilds of the
Delaware Water Gap, on the border
of New Jersey and Pennsylvania, with
the Yacare inits black nylon sheath
in tow.

The Appalachian Trail runs

right through the national park
and is thought to be one of the
wildest parts, due to the common
underbrush found in this region.
While forests grow easily around

knivesillustrated.com



““WHERE THE YACARE SHINES IS INITS QUICK
CHOPPING/SLICING ACTION, DUE IN LARGE PART
TO THE BLADE SHAPE.”

this area, the soil is best suited for
small trees and thick bushes along
the Delaware Water Gap. Combine
that with an abundance of slate
hills, berries that attract local
wildlife and a brisk river, and the
landscape is constantly changing
and growing. This seems like the
type of growth the Yacare was
designed to tackle.

While hiking up a steep grade |
noticed a gathering of small trees,
about 2 to 3 inches in diameter and
approximately 10 feet tall. With three
quick swings, | brought down one of
these trees easily. Where the Yacare
shines is in its quick chopping/slicing
action, duein large part to the blade
shape. There is no bush, vine or branch
that can’t be easily tamed by the

knivesillustrated.com

Left: Even with some
rust, the author

was able to quickly
cut through a large,
soft vine with three
swings.—Photo by
Reuben Bolieu.

Below: This is

the Yacare 10.0
immediately following
amonth of being kept
unoiled in the woods.
Notice the minimal
surface rust on the edge
and engravings.—Photo
by Reuben Bolieu.

Having first seen machetes in Costa
Rica, on the hips of local folks and in
decorative pieces, TOPS Knives GM,
Craig Powell, designed the Yacare
10.0 after returning from his trip to
the Amazon jungle in Leticia, Colom-
bia on a Bushcraft Global expedition.
Looking back on the machetes he
saw in Costa Rica, he liked that

they weren’t quite like the typical
Central-American-style machete, but
instead had more of a barong style,
which is where the design influence
for the Yacare 10.0 originated.

Not considering himself a knife
designer, he elicited help from TOPS
Knives President, Leo Espinoza, to
ensure that it was a design that
would be functional and fit well
within the TOPS Knives line.

The Yacare 10.0 is not the only TOPS
Knives design that was inspired by
jungle experience. The company
also offers the Frog Market Special,
Brakimo and Tanimboca Puukko, to
name a few.
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“TOPS KNIVES CALLS ITS YACARE10.0 | /77 \\

AMEDIUM-HEAVY MACHETE.” | “vs&/
|

10.25 inches of high carbon goodness. %ﬂ%ﬁgg oy ﬁéﬁ?s“
) ) : 2.501n
Chopping through a hard vine may laéeiggsgz f midsize
take a few well-placed swings, but

overall it will handle nearly everything

you'd expect a machete to do.

In the jungle, the machete is a tool
to complete large jobs like clearing a bicht: The Yacare
field, as well as the smaller functions | 100isathomeinany
like carving. The Yacare is no different E%Yt‘rﬁglrgi%”gtir:i:%ﬁg%le
in that regard. The significant height ggcezggﬁylt\!e?ﬂﬁn a
of the blade lends itself to being woodsimen's pack.
gripped comfortably for precise
movements. While it wouldn’t be
advisable to make a small diameter
try stick with it, the Yacare will

perform the task if necessary.

While attempting to grip the back
of the blade on the spine, | found
that my hands fatigued too quickly
and constantly slid. A curved barong
would have been more comfortable

Blade Material: 1093 RC 56-58

Blade Length: 10.25inches

Overall Length: 15.50 inches

Blade Thickness: 0.190 inches
Blade Finish: Acid rain

Handle Material: Black canvas Micarta
Weight: 17.7 ounces

Weight w/ Sheath: 25.4 ounces
MSRP: §750
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in the hand when held in this manner.
But adjusting my grip on the handle
of the Yacare was enough to make the
precise cuts needed.

My hands are smaller than I'd care to
admit, so when | gripped the handle
tightly, the grip shape tended to force
my fingers to separate. | might have
preferred a little less belly and shorter
scale waves in the grip, so my fingers
would come together more naturally.
But for someone with a larger hand,
this might not be an issue.

My time in the Delaware Water Gap
was spent walking and carving every
nook and notch possible. As | came
upon a trail, | also happened across

a small piece of scrap wood that
someone had dropped. Putting the try
stick aside, | set the Yacare to task on
a notch spring snare.

As | was cutting into the wood, | found
it was a noticeably dryer, harder and
more brittle wood than the recently
hewn try stick. Moving from one type
of wood work to the next was of

little concern with the Yacare. It cut
smoothly and flaked the pieces away
without hesitation, showing it wasn’t
limited to chopping and try sticks.

knivesillustrated.com

A few weeks of use in the Delaware
Water Gap and hand fatigue had not
set in. After heading back to familiar
territory, the temperature dropped
quickly. Fire became essential, and |
cut a small round of wood to make
tinder and firewood.

Despite the controversy surrounding
batoning, any durable blade can be
used for this purpose if done properly.
The Yacare might not have been
designed for batoning originally, but
its medium size makes it a perfect
option. To its benefit and convenience,
a conventional spine and curved edge
allows this blade to move seamlessly
through the wood. With the curve,
there is an edge making contact,

and a flat spot to strike, no matter
where you place the Yacare. This
straight spine and curved blade is
what transforms the Yacare into half
machete, half barong.

Resistance to the
Elements

After three weeks of considerable
on-and-off use, | left the Yacare
inits sheath unoiled and in the
woods for about a month. When |
retrieved it, the edge and engravings
had developed some rust, but the
1095 high carbon blade was free of

The author
demonstrates how
the Yacare can easily
slice through a mixture
of wood types. Soft
wood is easily peeled
and harder wood
chips away.

Green growth can
be taken down
easily. The author
demonstrates
how a relatively
young tree can be
chopped down.

With the blade held
at a chest-level grip,
a90-degree latch cut
is made into the fresh
wood with the Yacare.




oxidation. TOPS did right with its
tumble finishes. The black canvas
Micarta scales were also free of
moisture and mildew, despite being
wrapped in the nylon sheath during
the rainy season.

Rainforest to
Prairie

For a medium machete, a small
hatchet or large knife replacement,
the Yacare is a great option. It’s
well-suited to various terrains, wood
types and functions. Even small detail
work and clearing are all in its design
wheelhouse. It might not replace a
hatchet or standard/large machete

in all circumstances, since heavy use
is not at the core of its design, but

the Yacare will probably stand up to
most tasks. TOPS Knives has designed
a machete that will fit the bill for all
normal camping and hiking needs,
from rainforest to prairie. Kl

Left: From thick to
thin, the blade shapes
wood and forces it to
curl. While this is easy
with fresh wood,

the larger blade makes
it a challenge for
which the Yacare can
easily compensate.

Left: These are the
beginnings of a try stick
using only the Yacare
10.0. Areduction, latch
cut and pot hook notch
can clearly be seen.

Left: The Yacare can
easily be used to strip
and remove thin bark
for finer tasks. This
bark could be used to
make cordage, tinder or
various other supplies.

Right: A bottom piece
of a spring snare trap
made from scrap-wood
and the beginnings

of a try stick prove

the Yacare 10.0 can
acclimate to any
survival situation from
tropical to temperate.

Right: The Yacare
comes in a black
ballistic nylon sheath
with a belt loop, similar
to most large knives in
the TOPS line.—Photo
by Reuben Bolieu.

Contact

(208) 542-0113
TOPSKnives.com

“MOVING FROM ONE TYPE OF WOOD WORK
TO THENEXT WAS OF LITTLE CONCERN WITH
THE YACARE.”
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BASTINELLIKNIVES AND FRED MASTRO
INTRODUCE THE NO-NONSENSE PY

STORY AND PHOTOS BY WAYSUN JOHNNY TSAI
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ometimes a knife design

just needs to be simple.

In a world where knife

designers are consistently
trying to reinvent the wheel,
simplicity seems to walk away with
the win more often than not. Strong
ergonomics, good steel, a solid heat
treat and a razor-sharp grind are all a
knife needs to become a simple and
effective tool.

French knife maker Bastien Bastinelli and
self-defense expert Fred Mastro set out
to introduce the all-business PY (Protect
Yourself) as an all-around tactical and
self-defense knife. In fact, Bastinelli
designed the knife and produced it with
FOX Knives in Italy specifically for Mastro
and his self-defense system.

Having been active in the martial arts
for more than 37 years, | have enough
experience to conclude that the PY is
more than enough weapon to handle
any fight. I think it’s safe to say that
90% (or more) of the people reading
this article have never been in a knife
fight, though, let alone ever stabbed
anyone; so, let’s see how the Bastinelli
PY handles as an all-around tool.

-

i ]

Above: The Kydex
sheath with TEK-LOK
offered several carry

““BASTINELLI DESIGNED THE KNIFE AND PRODUCED

ITWITH FOX KNIVES I ITALY SPECIFICALLY TO
sunns | OPERATE EFFICIENTLY FOR MASTRO AND HIS SELF-
DEFENSE SYSTEM.”




Built Lightweight

| was first introduced to the PY at the 2017 CUM.A
Survival, Prepper, Backpacker and Knife show in Chicago

by Bastinelli Knives company rep Nicholas. He’d recently
emigrated to the U.S. from France and was a student of the
Filipino martial arts. He was sharing a table with a local
knife company and was eager to show me the Bastinelli
Knives product line. Nicholas felt that as a fellow martial
artist | would especially appreciate the PY. He was right.

Since the PY was created specifically for a martial artist
and his martial arts system, it was designed to be sharp,
fast and deadly without any gimmicks. | immediately
noticed how lightweight and nimble the 5.5-ounce knife
was as soon as | picked it up. The 0.64-inch-thick handles
sport grippy G10 and are somewhat skinny, but the knife
felt pretty good in my hand; although more swell in the
grip would have made it a little more comfortable. | knew
that since FOX Knives was manufacturing the knife for
Bastinelli, it should be able to withstand anything | could
throw at it.

A Closer Look

With a blade length of 5 inches, the PY—in my humble
opinion—is the perfect length for an everyday carry knife. It
sports a full tang black PVD-coated 5-inch blade made from
Bohler N690Co steel and is razor sharp right out of the box.
The design appears to be some sort of a tanto-styled blade
and steak knife hybrid.

The PY’s overall length is 10.125 inches, and its slim 0.16-
inch blade has a flat grind that tapers to a very sharp point.
The blade features a swedge, which makes its excellent for
piercing flesh and other soft materials such as clothing.
The sample that | received for this article is the plain-edged

Cutting twine and cardboard tubing was
easy with the Bastinelli.

#J4138 $45.950 8

DAMASCUS
#34189 - $79.95

DAMASCUS
#J4289 - $74.95

D2
#4228 - $35.95

440C

#J4208 - $34.95

Complete Your
Blade with
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Paracord.
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1-800-351-8900

For more information,
scan the QR code.

Or go to
https://goo.gl/BVOKEA
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version, but the PY is also available
with a partially serrated blade.

Gripping the knife in a forward
position, | noticed a slight,
comfortable curve from the handle

to the tip of the knife. Both bare-
handed and gloved, my index finger
fit well into the choil, while my thumb
rested on the well-placed jimping. The
G10 handle scales have a somewhat
grippy milled finish and feel
comfortable in a forward and reverse
grip. There is a lanyard hole as well as
a bit of additional jimping on the butt
end of the handle to rest your thumb
in a reverse grip.

The knife comes with a lightweight
friction-fit Kydex sheath with TEK-LOK
attachment for a variety of carry options.
As hard as | tried, | could not get any
wiggle from the knife while it was in the
sheath; the retention is superb. The only
drawback that | can determine about the
sheath is a personal preference: | wish

it had a bit of a lip or thumb-release to
draw the knife.

Cutting
Capabilities

I'm not going to lie, | am new to Bastinelli
Knives as a brand. | needed to do some
homework for this article. While scrolling
through the company’s website | noticed
a theme: All of its knives are mission
specific, including the PY. Since K/ isn’t

a martial arts or firearms magazine, |
decided to test the knife in ways that the
designer probably hadn’t considered for
this model.

| started by cutting simple things like
small .5-inch rope and round cardboard
tubing. As expected, the sharp, flat-grind

@ SPECS

Blade Material: N690(o stainless steel
Blade Length: 5 inches

Handle Length: 5inches

Overall Length: 10,125 inches
Handle Material: Milled black 610
Sheath Material: Kydex

Weight: 5.4 ounces

Weight with Sheath: 8.4 ounces
MSRP: §220
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Razor sharp out of
the box, the Bohler
N690Co steel cut
through thick leather
like butter.

The milled G10 scales
were comfortable in
forward and reverse

grip. The black PVD
finish might be dirty,
but there is no sign of
scratches or wear.

edge cut extremely well, slicing the cardboard tubing like it was a sheet of paper.

Next, | wanted to test the knife on thicker objects, like a leather belt. The cuts and slices
| made were very clean, passing through the leather like a razor. Since the PY reminds me
of a steak knife, | also tried it in the kitchen to slice semi-frozen meat. Once again, the PY
performed like a champ. | decided it was time to take the knife outside for testing.

The morning | planned to test the knife, the temperature was just 7°F, so | headed to a
local park where there is a small, manmade pond. As expected, the pond was completely
frozen over.

knivesillustrated.com



Imagining myself as an Alaskan ice fisherman, | grabbed the PY in a reverse icepick ggg’l‘t’)‘é “e’;gﬁfmj a
grip and started stabbing away at the pond. After a couple of minutes, | easily cut out freezing hand.
adecent sized hole in the ice. | then submerged my hand in the freezing water for 30

seconds while clutching the knife to see how well it handled after | lost a bit of dexterity.

Being an outdoorsy kind of guy, | figured | would test the blade on some wood with my
not-so-happy hand. Obviously, since the PY isn’t a large chopper, | wasn’t going to tackle
anything as involved as building a shelter, so | settled on testing how the PY would do
shaving a couple of small branches. | think the knife’s ergonomics performed a lot better
than I did in the cold. Even shaking, | was able to get a good grip on the wet knife and
shave a couple of branches for tinder. Unfortunately for me, the park rules do not allow
open fires, so | went back to my truck to warm my frozen digits.

Good Carry Options
Since the sheath has an adjustable TEK-LOK, | was able to try a few different options
to mount and carry the PY. First, | mounted it to the MOLLE webbing on my sling
pack and took it to the park for testing. Then | strapped it onto my belt, drove to the
local mall and walked with my coat open and shirt pulled down over it, constantly o

. . . . o L. . Left:The jimping on the
glancing at mirrors and store windows, looking for any indication of printing. | didn’t spine provided extra

control, even in freezing
conditions.

“IT WAS DESIGNED TO
BE SHARP, FAST AND
DEADLY WITHOUT
ANY GIMMICKS.”

Below: The PY favors a
steak knife and worked
great for food prep.

The Tanto Tip

Knife companies tend to use the
tanto style as their go-to

design for combat blades. This fight-
ing knife style gained wide popularity
due to its proven track record on

the battlefield.

Originating in Japan, the tanto was
designed for soldiers to pierce armor.
Today it can be found in lengths rang-
ing from 6 to 12 inches in a variety of
steels. Thanks to its popularity, the
tanto was destined to evolve into
many global variations, including

the American tanto, the tactical
tanto and now the French-designed
Bastinelli PY tanto.
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see it in any reflection, which is a good
thing since it is slightly longer than 10
inches tip to tip. Then | used it to cut
and eat my lunch at the food court.
After lunch, | returned to my truck and
strapped the knife onto the back of my
passenger side tactical seat cover,ina
position where | could easily reach and
deploy the blade if necessary.

Solid Performance
| think the Bastinelli Knives PY fixed
blade is a solid performer. As far as
the PVD finish, it held up perfectly to
rope, food, leather, cardboard, wood
and ice without any visible wear. The
quality of its materials, build, finish,
ergonomics, sheath retention and
performance earn the knife a solid
four out of five stars. I'm holding back
the fifth star because of personal
preferences only: I'd like a thumb
release on the sheath and a slightly
beefier swell on the handle. Again,
these are personal preferences and
shouldn’t deter anyone from purchas-
ing this fine edged weapon, especially
if those two caveats aren’t important
to you. | highly recommend the PY to
uniformed professionals and civilians
alike. KI
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The PY made fast work
of a frozen pond.

I was able to slice
through multiple layers
of cardboard with little

to noresistance.

Nylon webbing anda
nylon pouch were cut
cleanly using the PY.

Contact

(407) 785-4050
Bastinelliknives.com

““THE QUALITY OF ITS MATERIALS, BUILD,
FINISH, ERGONOMICS, SHEATH RETENTION AND
PERFORMANCE EARN THE KNIFE A SOLID FOUR

OUT OF FIVE STARS.”
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BEHIND THE SCENES WITH THE EDITOR
AT SHOT SHOW, THE BIGGEST SHOW
OF THE YEAR, AND TOP 10 PRODUCTS

STORY BY JOSHUA SWANAGON
PHOTOS BY JOSHUA SWANAGON AND COURTESY OF THE MANUFACTURERS

Biker Kwaiken Auto

As soon as | saw this knife | knew it would be the lead spread
for this article. The beautiful Japanese influence in the design
was striking, to say the least. Its simple elegance was not lost
on me, and with the first push of the button, triggering the
opening mechanism, | was sold.

PHOTO: JOSHUA SWANAGON
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Boker Kwaiken Auto
Blade Material: 154-(M
Blade Length: 3,50 inches
Overall Length: 8.375 inches
Handle Material: Aluminum
Handle Length: 4875 inches
Weight: 3.35 ounces

Knife Type: Automatic
MSRP: 119

BokerUSA.com

t times it may seemim-
possible, but you can find
peace at SHOT Show,

you just have to know
where to look. Fortunately for

me, | brought a couple of ringers,
my son joined me and my brother
flew in from Colorado to meet us.

Although my brother wound up being
sick the entire time, he pushed through.
We even got to enjoy a little bit of
Vegas after the close of SHOT Show
each day, taking in a couple of shows,
walking the strip and checking out

the sights. Although | am not much of
a crowd person and prefer my small-
town life to city life, there are a lot of
things to see in Vegas, from shows

to shopping—in places | could never
afford, | might add. It really isn’t difficult
to find something to do in Vegas.

Along with family it is also great to visit
with many friends that | only get to see
acouple of times a year. It is always a
boost for the psyche. Even though there
is a bit of time that passes between
shows, for many of the friends | see there,
it is like we just saw each other yesterday.

Having family and friends there with
me and enjoying some R&R after each
day of the show was a huge boost

for morale. Running from meeting to
meeting all day can be an exhausting
venture, so it is important to find some
mental release during the show. For me
it was looking at great knives. During
each meeting | was presented with
myriad blades, so many that | am still
trying to mentally process them all.

As | took hold of each knife, | was
drawn in to the intricate design and
craftsmanship of each one. It was at
these times that | was able to relax
for a short while and let my mind
get lost in the beauty and details,
while pondering the use of each
knife.lam a lover of art in all forms,
and there really is an art to crafting
a knife that tickles the imagination
of the person holding it. It was at
those times that the show quieted,

and | was able to focus on one
thing while the hustle and bustle
of more than 60,000 attendees
swirled the show floor around me.

Although the show can be exhausting
and a little overwhelming, it

is those times that remind me

that I really love what | do.

Getting to the
Good Stuff

Even though the show is only four days
long, by the end it feels like an eternity.

With more than 645,000 square

feet of show space, to say that SHOT
Show can be a little overwhelming

is a bit of an understatement. With
1,660 exhibitors—2,100 if you include
the new two-day Suppliers Showcase
upstairs—it is virtually impossible to
see everything. So, how does one go
about traversing this staggering array
of people and gear to see the things
that need to be seen? Planning.

Over the course of the show, each
day held an almost dizzying number
of meetings for me. | found myself
running from one meeting to the next,
with little time in between to stop
and look at all of the cool stuff that
presented as barely a blur as | flew
past. | do have to admit that there
were moments here and there when

| could catch my breath and look at
some of the amazing new products
slated for release this year, and there
were some very cool products indeed.

Hot Ten

The part of my job that remains
one of the most difficult at these
shows is coming up with a small
selection of knives that | feel
deserve mention. There were so
many great knives that it was
almost impossible to whittle the
list down to 10, so | just considered
the ones that either really made
me excited when | first saw them,
or knives that | have not been able
to get out of my head since the
show, for some reason or other.
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With the surge in states repealing the
automatic knife ban, we are starting
to see an influx of everything from
side-opening to out the front (OTF)
models. The HK Hadron, built by
Hogue Knives, is an OTF that gets it
right. From the substantial snick of
the mechanism bringing the blade

to bear, to the solid aluminum frame
and almost negligible blade play
when open, the HK Hadron is a serious
player in the automatic realm.

@ SPECS

HK Hadron

Blade Material: 154 (M steel
Blade Length: 3.375inches
Overall Length: 8.0 inches
Closed Length: 4.625 inches
Thickness: 0.125 inches
Weight: 3. ounces

Handle Material: Aluminum
Knife Type: Automatic
MSRP: §269.95 - 1995
HKKnives.com

TOPS Knives Al
Mar Mini SERE
Operator

From the incredible lines to the
extremely comfortable ergonomics,

the TOPS Knives Al Mar Mini SERE
Operator is a serious field knife. Made

in conjunction with Al Mar Knives, the
Mini SERE Operator is modeled after the
original SERE Operator by Al Mar Knives
but in a smaller form, making it a perfect
EDC blade.

@ SPECS

TOPS Knives Al Mar Mini SERE Operator
Blade Material: 154cm RC58-60 cryo treated
Blade Length: .00 inches

Overall Length: 8.75inches

Cutting Edge: 3.68 inches

Blade Thickness: 0.130 inches

Blade Finish: Tumble finish

Weight: 4.5 ounces

Handle Material: Black 610

MSRP: $710

TOPSKnives.com
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ESEE Medellin
Folder

Modeled after its classic ESEE-3,

the Medellin Folder is designed by
outdoorspeople for outdoorspeople.
ESEE Knives is owned and operated

by the same fine folks at Randall’s
Adventure & Training School of
Survival, so when they set out to build
a field or survival knife, they are basing
all decisions on extensive experience,
and it shows in their Medellin Folder.

@ SPECS

ESEE Medellin Folder

Blade Material: AUS-8 steel

Blade Length: 3.5inches

Overall Length: .38 inches

Closed Length: 4.8 inches

Weight: 4.1 ounces

Handle Material: Stainless steel and Zytel
Lock Type: Framelock

MSRP: 84

ESEEKnives.com

Spyderco Native
5 Salt

Having spent some time in the
Amazon jungle, you learn quickly
what different climates can do to

a knife, not to mention salt water.
Utilizing LC200N steel, Spyderco has
developed the Native 5 Salt, which is
completely impervious to corrosion. It
is truly a happy day for divers, rafters
and anybody who lives in a rainforest
or similar climate.

@ SPECS

Spyderco Native 5 Salt

Blade Material: LCZ0ON rustproof steel
Blade Length: 293 inches

Overall Length: 6.95 inches

Closed Length: 4inches
Weight: .5 ounces

Handle Material: Injection-molded,
fiberglass-reinforced nylon (FRN)

MSRP: §179.95

Spyderco.com

knivesillustrated.com

“AS | TOOK HOLD OF EACH KNIFE, | WAS
DRAWN IN TO THE INTRICATE DESIGN

\ AND CRAFTSMANSHIP.”




Ruger
Knives LCK

Developed by CRKT, the Ruger line of
knives had a lot of great standouts this
year, and it was very difficult to decide
which | liked best. However, the sleek
lines and slim profile of the LCK just kept
drawing me toiit. | found it extremely
comfortable in the hand and a perfect fit
in the pocket. With its high pocket clip for
deep carry, it almost disappears. Perfect
for EDC at home or the boardroom.

@ SPECS

Ruger Knives LCK

Blade Material: §(1lloV

T e

bt e 1S AN ART TO CRAFTING A

Sl KNIFE THAT TICKLES THE

huge.com IMAGINATION OF THE PERSON
HOLDING IT*®

Hardcore Hardware
MFK03-6Medium
Field Knife

| like a knife that feels suk=amial and

the MFK03-G ki Pl Hrdfe froem
Hardcore Harchegess i cme-of hosa ki,
When | first picke! it s, | et &5 Hhodsti|
could breach a stmsl docwwith i, and #wn
doa little fine whitiing cust o e splinters
that remained from e cioor frame. This
knifeis a beast to be mekmred wilh

@ SPE(S

Hardcore Hardware MFK03-&
Medium Field Knife

Blade Material: D

Blade Length: 44 inches
Overall Length: 9.3 inches
Blade Width: 1.24 inches
Thickness: 0.3 inches
Weight: 14.28 ounces

Handle Material: 610
MSRP: TBD
HardcoreHardware.com.au
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Wicked Edge 60

If you are going to own and use knives, it

is inevitable that you will need to sharpen
them. The Wicked Edge GO puts the power
of the Wicked Edge sharpening system
into a portable roll pouch that’s perfect for
your pack or vehicle, if you like to keep your
knives sharp in the field.

@ SPECS

Wicked Edge GO

Angle Contro: Balljoint/I-bracket

Angle Range: 1530 degrees

Angle Setting: Manualindependent angle
adjustment on both sides of the sharpener

Main Angle Adjustment: I-degree increments
(lamping System: Parallelface jaws with stainless
steelinserts, manually operated with an Allen wrench
Blade Depth Regulation: Standard Wicked Edge
Depth Key with two settings for height adjustment
Guide Rod Length: Binches

Max Clamping Width: 3/8inch

Max blade length: 15inches

Base: (-clamp and tool rollincluded

MSRP: §199

WickedEdgeUSA.com

Benchmade
Altitude

As a hunter, | am always interested in
cool hunting knives. The Benchmade
Altitude is a very sleek, skeletonized
skinning/caping knife that has a small
carbon-fiber micro-scale on each side.
The thin profile of the skeletonized
blade makes it very slim and easy to
fit anywhere in your pack or on your
person, while the micro-scale for the
thumb offers just enough control for
your skinning needs.

@ SPECS

Benchmade Altitude

Blade Material: (PM-S90V super premium
stainless steel (39-61HRC)

Blade Length: 3.08 inches

Overall Length: 38 inches

Blade Thickness: 0.090 inches
Weight: 1.67 ounces

Handle Material: Garbon fiber and 6-10 micro-scales
Handle Length: 4.30inches

Handle Thickness: 0.35inches

MSRP: §130

Benchmade.com
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Emerson
Battle Axe

Born from his love of the Viking axe,
Ernest Emerson set out to create a
modern version of this iconic weapon.
After handling one for a short time it
was evident that this was a very well
thought out axe. From a perfect balance
point to a very solid heft, this axe is
ready to throw or swing. You don’t have
to hold this axe long to understand
Ernest’s appreciation for this weapon.

@ SPECS

Emerson Battle Axe

Axe Material: Solid (PM-57 Body

Overall Length: Large 2.6inches/XL 138 inches
Weight: Large 37 ounces/XL 34 ounces
Finish: (ombat gray (erakote ceramic

Head Width: 5.2 inches

Head Thickness: 375 inches

Hardness: RC57

Handle Material: Black 6rip-Tite 6-10/wood
from George Washington's Mt. Vernon home
MSRP: §469.95

EmersonKnives.com

““ALTHOUGH THE 2018

THE SHOW CAN
BE EXHAUSTING
ANDALITTLE
OVERWHELMING, IT

o A

REALLY LOVE
WHAT 1 D0.” 40

1,660

It’s not easy finding a peaceful stride
when your entire week is filled with
frantically running from one place to

the next, often at completely different 6 O y O O O +

ends of the show from each other,
but it can be done. If you can find 6 45 O O O
something to focus on from y

time to time (I recommend all of the
great knives), you might discover that '| 5

you can settle yourself and find your
Zen at SHOT Show.
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THE CUMMING BLADEWORKS USA TRAILMASTER
EARNS ITS KEEP AS AN EDC FOR HOME OR FIELD

STORY AND PHOTOS BY KEVIN ESTELA
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5

verlook at a knife and wonder, Recently, | received a package in the mail

] ! “Who designed this?” The containing a knife for review, and without
- f‘a“. *~ question can go one of two recognizing the return address label, | asked
| " ways: You can wonder, “Who myself excitedly, “Who designed this?” | wanted
: 1 designed this?” in excitement or, “Who to learn more about it and was immediately
designed this?” in confusion : ready to take it to the woods once | discovered
and disappointment. which shop it came from.
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el ““THE CUMMING BLADEWORKS USA

| PHILOSOPHY IS EFFICIENCY ... THE LESS TIME
NEEDED IN AN ASSEMBLY STAGE, THE MORE
PRODUCTIVE THE PROCESS. ™

Impressive
Lineage
The knife, a Cumming Bladeworks
USA Trailmaster, comes from a long ]
| . The Cumming
lineage of proven knives created Bladeworks USA

i i Trailmaster comes with
by expert makers, including Andy

asimple belt loop deep
Roy, W.A. Surls and Dylan Fletcher pocket sheath

of Fiddleback Forge. This knife

marks a new venture by Roy, with

his apprentices making the knives

to high quality standards, while
providing a lower price point for the
end user. There are many designs in
the works from Cumming Bladeworks
USA, including more tactical designs
by Fletcher.

You might wonder how all of this is
done. The Cumming Bladeworks USA
philosophy is efficiency. Essentially, the
less time needed in an assembly stage,
the more productive the process. With
less time needed to put each knife
together—for example, fewer drill bit
size changes—the more savings can be
passed on to the customer.

All of this translates into customers
acquiring handmade knives—with
handle materials like the ironwood
prototype | received—they otherwise
might not be able to afford in a more
hand-finished knife.

The question that remained was

simple: Would this new knife stand
up to the same use and scrutiny

56 KNIVES ILLUSTRATED - MAY/JUNE 2018

other knives made by the parent
company can?

True Every

Day Carry

The Cumming Bladeworks USA
Trailmaster is a true every day carry
blade. Weighing only 5.1 ounces, the
Trailmaster is not a burden to carry

on your belt, in your pack next to your
daily essentials or even in your pocket.

Unlike heavily contoured handles on
more dedicated bushcraft blades, the
sleek flat handles of the Trailmaster
had hard corners, or broken shoulders,
for more comfort. Thanks to the slim
profile, the knife carried flat in my
pocket in the simple pouch sheath
provided. These sheaths are easily
wet formed to the contours of the
handle and the absence of a fire steel
loop keeps the profile minimalist.

The handles are a major

improvement over the standard
paracord used on knives of equal
size and purpose. Paracord has a
tendency to retain water, trap DNA
and become uncomfortable after
extended periods of use. The solid
handle slabs on the Trailmaster are
easy to maintain and add value to
the knife in terms of durability and
aesthetics. Adding to the aesthetics,
the 3.625-inch blade came with a
highly polished, high-flat grind with a
clean finish.

With an overall length of 7.625 inches,
the Trailmaster proved just large
enough to handle most cutting tasks,
but small enough to disappear until

it was needed. Think of this knife like
a true handle-slab version of a small
belt knife, neck knife or accessory
blade otherwise left skeletonized or
wrapped with paracord.

knivesillustrated.com



This knife is a true EDC blade, and
despite the fact that it is longer than
most knives considered “pocket
blades,” this knife is easy to carry in
multiple locations on your body.

Testing and Use

| received my prototype sample

of the Cumming Bladeworks USA
Trailmaster on the eve of a winter
camping trip that would be attended
by numerous participants within the
bushcraft and knife community. The
standing orders were clear, use the
blade around camp and let everyone
try it out for the weekend whenever
a cutting tool is required. The knife
was left in a central location around
the firepit and the participants

were free to use it whenever and for

knivesillustrated.com

whatever they needed. This meant
the knife saw its fair share of carving
fuzz sticks, slicing up food to share,
opening packaging, whittling and
processing the occasional larger
piece of wood into a baton.

My prototype sample came in A-2 tool
steel, but production models will be
available in AEB-L. | won’t comment
on edge retention or rust resistance
as the differences in steels will yield
different results. However, | can report
the various testers had plenty to say
about comfort in the hand, blade size
and other design attributes.

The testers ranged in age, skill
level, work experience and physical
attributes. All testers commented on

-

Above: While not the
largest blade for the
task, the Trailmaster
proved capable at
batoning wood.

To keep production cost
down, the Trailmaster
has consistently sized
hollow tube fasteners.

The Trailmaster
features a hand-ground
high-flat grind. The
prototype Trailmaster |
received was made out
of A-2 steel. Production
models will be made
from AEB-L.

Fiddleback Forge
Legacy

Cumming Bladeworks USA is the
latest in a long line of companies

to originate from Fiddleback Forge.
Andy Roy, owner of Fiddleback Forge,
has developed some incredible
knifemakers through his apprentice
program. W.A. Surls, Dylan Fletcher
and Daniel Eastland are just a few

of the names who have learned the
Fiddleback way of knife building.

Each one of these knifemakers
has gone on to start up their
own knife-making business, with
continued success and increasing

recognition among discerning knife
collectors and outdoor professionals.
With obvious attention to detail

infit and finish, it’s easy to trace

the lineage of Fiddleback Forge
apprentices through their knives back
to the source.

Cumming Bladeworks USA knives may
not have the same fancy liners, mul-
tiple-sized pins or deeply contoured
handles as those from the Fiddleback
Forge affiliates, but those in the know
will recognize the subtle similarities.
Fiddleback Forge is a company that
has spawned excellent knifemakers,
and the tradition continues with
Cumming Bladeworks USA.
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the fit and finish of the knife as well as
the general profile of the blade. Some
testers appreciated the “slick” sides of
the handle, while others would have
liked to see more shaping done to the
“square” sides.

One tester, Mike Travis, the owner of

Blue Mountain Bushcraft, said, “It was
lightning in the hand, and the handle
was reasonably comfortable. While the
squared off corners on the bottoms of
the scales weren't uncomfortable in use, |
would prefer a bit more radius. The blade
length and profile are outstanding.”

@® SPECS

Blade Material: AEB-L
Overall Length: 7623 inches
Blade Length: 3.625inches
Blade Thickness: 118 inch
Handle: lronwood

Weight: 5. ounces

MSRP: §175

i e

We used the Trailmaster
for every task,
regardless of how big
orsmall.

The spine of the
Cumming Bladeworks
USA Trailmaster

is etched with the
company name.

RIVER
\

To be fair, the shape of the handle didn’t agree with some, but then again, not
every knife will be comfortable with every hand shape and size.

Another tester, Steve Jennings, the creator of the Wilderness Survival
Resource Directory, enjoyed using the knife around camp. Adding to the
discussion, Steve said, “It’s an exceptional carver. | love the level of control it
gave me for fine work. The refined tip is great for making deep divots and can
even function like a drill. The handle was rounded on the top and somewhat
squared on the bottom. | thought that would be an issue, but the way it went
into the hand while working, it turned out to be no problem.”

The knife was admired for its looks, but each tester wanted to see slight
changes to it. These changes however, run counter to the Cumming




Bladeworks USA value philosophy and would result in increased pricing. Most
of the changes could be considered “nice to have” rather than essential.

Sharpening

During testing, the blade dulled at some point between testers. Regardless of
the steel used, the combination of a high-flat grind and thin stock meant very
little effort was needed to return its edge to how it originally arrived from the
factory. Using a 24-inch strop alone, | was able to polish the edge to a point
where it would easily shave the hair from my arm with very light pressure. |
don’t anticipate the end user experiencing any difficulty maintaining the knife
in the field using a portable sharpening system.

Cost-effective Quality

After using the knife and receiving positive feedback from a gathering of
knife users, | think it is safe to say that this is an exciting day for the knife
world. For anyone who has always wanted the quality and style associated
with an Andy Roy design, but were unable to afford one, Cumming
Bladeworks USA is making that dream a reality. With enhanced production
procedures and limited hand finishing, the same quality associated with the
Fiddleback name is now available at a production knife price that will have
you asking, “Who designed this?” with excitement. KI

knivesillustrated.com

The handle slabs on
our prototype sample
were desert ironwood
finished with minimal
contouring, other than
broken shoulders to
keep production costs
down.

The Trailmaster edge
was easily stropped and
returned the blade to
hair-popping sharpness.

The Trailmaster was
used for everyday
tasks, including food
prep.

Tester Mike Travis

of Blue Mountain
Bushcraft turned
amotley selection

of branches and
hardwood into fuzz
sticks during the winter
camp field test.

Looking Forward

According to the folks behind the
scenes at Cumming Bladeworks USA,
you can expect to see at least eight
designs by Andy Roy launching in
the near future. These designs will
range from a small emergency-kit/
survival-tin knife all the way up to

a full-size hunting knife and a filet
knife. Dylan Fletcher is designing
three tactical models as well.

Blade steels will range in thicknesses
of .040,.098 and .118 that will trans-
late into excellent slicing tools.

Don't look for any crossover designs
between companies, and to keep

the cost down, options like tapered
tangs, liners and multiple pin sizes
will not be offered. These knives will
all run independently from the parent
company and are sure to offer the
knife enthusiast exceptional fit and
finish with impressive value.

(ontact

info@cummingbladeworks.com
(ummingBladeworks.com
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-— THE STRAIGHT RAZOR MAKES A RESURGENCE
AS A SERIOUS EDC OPTION

STORY AND PHOTOS BY ARMANDO BASULTO

hat once was old is new again. Since
sometime around the summer of 2013,
prompted by celebrities and a growing
interest in the paleo or caveman ethos,
facial hair has seen a resurgence. For many men who
have always opted for a hirsute lifestyle, seeing well-grown
beards appropriated by hipsters and runway models

(even as just a temporary fashion statement) is a form of
vindication after years of being told to shave in order to be
accepted in polite society.

As beards grew and shaving fell out of favor, so did
sales of the ubiquitous safety razor of the 20t century.
However, we are currently seeing a renaissance in the
original tool par excellence of men’s grooming, the
traditional straight razor.

A Long History

The straight razor, or cutthroat razor, pre-dates the modern
safety razor by about 200 years. The first popular-use steel
razors can be traced to the English steel-producing city of
Sheffield in the late 1600s, and it soon became the primary
grooming tool for men throughout Europe. By the 1750s,
cast-iron folding razors that are recognizable ancestors

of the open razor were being made with intricate handles
crafted from precious materials. This was the way men
shaved, without variation, until the introduction of the
safety razor in the 19t century.

Because straight razors were a ubiquitous tool, every
household had at least one, if not several. Men sometimes
took their grooming kits, complete with cutthroat or
shavette razor, to work with them so they could clean

up and get rid of 5 o’clock shadow in preparation for an
evening on the town.

Well Groomed Self-Defense

Because it was not uncommon to have your straight razor
with you as you traveled to and from work, it doubled as

a weapon for certain segments of society, in particular

the lower working class. In the late 19t"and early 20t
centuries, while other weapons and knives were banned by




municipalities and cities, the straight
razor was difficult to regulate because
of its intrinsic nature.

Necessity is the mother of invention, so
those who chose the straight razor as
their means of defense or criminality
quickly developed techniques and
strategies for wielding the blade with
deadly efficacy.

In his 1883 book, Field of Honor, which
documents American duels and
dueling culture, Ben Truman notes:

How is an attack made with a razor?
Rough-and-tumble, any way to get
there. If the man who is attacked
doesn't turn and run, he gets slashed in
the face and arms, or both. If he tries to
run away he is likely to get a rake in the
back which will lay open the flesh so
wide that the surgeon can look through
the man's ribs into his interior like a
small boy peeping through the pickets
of an orchard fence. A razor is a terrible
weapon. | would rather face a revolver
than one of them any day.

Well into the 20 century, you could
have justified why you just happened
to have your straight razor with you
when you were attacked in a back
alley or over a poker game.

Various grips and methods of
concealment and deployment were
developed, and unsuspecting victims
of a razor slash might not even know
they were cut by a skilled razor user
until it was too late. With the blade
of the razor hidden in a pinch grip,
arazor fighter could slash away at
the face or hands of an opponent
with both the victim and onlookers
unaware that a knife was being
used. Others would grip the razor

by its handle and conceal the blade
along their forearm. In the midst of
fisticuffs, punches became deadly. A
right-cross could sever a major artery,
as the punch passed by the unwary
opponent’s neck.

Straight Razors
Today

But the man interested in buying a
new razor was not always concerned

The Boker Tree Brand
and Giesen & Forsthoff
Timor Hamburg Ring
are typical of the classic
straight-razor design.

Right: The Giesen

& Forsthoff Timor
Hamburg Ring’s copious
heeland curved tail
shank provide excellent
blade control.

Far Right: The Boker
Tree Brand bears the
distinctive tree logo.

““BECAUSE IT WAS NOT UNCOMMON TO HAVE YOUR
STRAIGHT RAZOR WITH YOU AS YOU TRAVELED
TO AND FROM WORK, IT BECAME A WEAPON FOR
CERTAIN SEGMENTS OF SOCIETY ...”

with its lethality, rather, just the
opposite: its ability to be sharp
without inflicting damage during
a close shave. Both traditional
straight-razor producers and other
knife makers haverisen to the
new demand for high-quality and
reliable razors that harken back

to the golden age of hot-towel
barber shaves, but with newer styles
and materials.

Boker

Boker is the name that first pops

to mind when thinking of high-end
German razors. While the company’s
production of straight razors declined
significantly after World War Il and the
rise in popularity of the safety razor, the
recent revival of old-timey “man skills”
has prompted a renaissance in razors
and the revival of production from the
Solingen, Germany, manufacturer.



Maintenance

Unlike modern disposable safety razors, most straight razors need to
be honed often. Whetting the blade is done by stropping it on flexible
cowhide leather or high-quality Russia leather, which is a very supple
calfskin impregnated with birch bark oil in the post-tanning process.
At some honing sessions, specific abrasive pastes can be used on the
strop, like a fine red paste for sharpening or black paste for polishing.

The Herold Solingen Russian Leather razor strop is a versatile

honing device that provides two stropping surfaces. One side is of
quality cowhide for knocking out any burrs on the edge of the blade
and providing a polished sheen. The other side is Russia leather
covered with a red oxide paste to help bring the razor back to its
sharpened glory. The comfortably handled paddle allows the user to
conveniently flip from one stropping surface to the other, without the
need of an old-fashioned barber chair to hang the strops.

Wet-shavers and barbers have all had their personal favorite ways
to check the readiness of their straight razor. To test the sharpness
of your razor, two simple and widely used assessments can be done
quickly. Though movies always show a person shaving theirarm
hairs to test a blade, the real straight-razor test is referred to as the
“Hanging Hair Test” or “HHT. ”

Pluck one of your own hairs, then simply lay the follicle across the edge,
and the hair, without any effort, should pop and snap across the blade.
Even after minimal stropping, good quality razors like the Boker and

The Boker Tree Brand straight razor is a model that typifies that vintage
quality with newer composite materials. The Boker Tree Brand razor
features an out-of-the-box-sharp 4/8-inch carbon steel blade with
stainless steel composite to provide a less brittle edge. It is long enough
to cover a large area of neck scrapes, but short enough to manipulate
easily around the sharp corners of the face.

- q_:is aversatile
-_

[

the Timor should pass the HHT with no problem. The Boker’s slightly
longer blade length allowed for a longer cut, but this type of task is not
something often asked of a straight razor.

After honing, the pin test is a great finishing litmus test for sharpness. By
gently pushing the pin down the face of the blade, from spine to apex,
any burrs or a wire edge becomes readily apparent. If the razor is honed
correctly, the pin will slide effortlessly off the edge. If there is a wire edge
present, where the apex has folded back slightly in the honing process,
the pin will catch and skip off the face of the blade. Both the Boker

and the Timor were honed to perfection out of the box. The Holy Black
Barber’s edge was, as expected for a disposable blade, equally sharp.

carbon steel blade with the distinctive Hamburg Ring marking. The handle is
a stylish acrylic imitation tortoise shell with an elegant sweep that makes it
fit comfortably in the hand. The slightly shorter blade allows the user to shave
around the tight corners of a beard or sideburn. The Hamburg Ring is very
reminiscent of the type of straight razors gentlemen carried in their toiletry
kits in the last century.

The beautifully crafted green canvas
Micarta handle is thin enough to conserve
weight, but with enough meat to provide
users with different sized hands a secure
grip with the free fingers that are not
holding the blade.

These traditionally handmade works of
shaving art come in a historical package
evoking the early days of 20* century
gentleman and include a certificate of
authenticity from the Solingen facilities.

Giesen & Forsthoff

Another legacy German maker, Giesen &
Forsthoff, has been making knives and
similar wares in the City of Blades, Solingen,
since the 1920s. Its Timor-trademarked
brand encompasses all types of household
tools from top-shelf manicure and pedicure
instruments to quality kitchen blades.

The Timor Hamburg Ring straight razor
features a beautifully crafted 5/8-inch

knivesillustrated.com
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Biker Tree Brand 4/8-inch Straight Razor
Blade Material: Stainless steel

Cutting Edge: 275 inches

Blade Width: 0.50 inches

Handle Material: Micarta

Handle Length: 6.00 inches

Weight: 0.15 ounces

MSRP: §194.95

Contact: BladeH(.com

biesen & Forsthoff Timor Hamburg
Ring Straight Razor

Blade Material: (arhon steel

Cutting Edge: 2.75inches

Blade Width: 0.625 inches

Handle Material: Acrylic

Handle Length: 5.50 inches

Weight: .15 ounces

MSRP: §145.95

Contact: BladeH(.com

The Holy Black Trading Co.

Barber’s Straight Razor

Blade Material: Stainless steel

Blade Length: Zinches (holds disposable razor)
Handle Material: (amel bone

Handle Length: 5 inches
MSRP: §46.99
Contact: TheHolyBlack.com

Herold Solingen Russian Leather Razor
Strop, Red Iron Oxide

Brand: Herold Solingen

Material: Russia leather and cowhide
Country of Origin: Germany

Weight: 6.40 ounces

MSRP: §45.95

Contact: BladeH(.com

The Holy Black Trading

Company’s barber
straight razor can also
come as part of the
Executive Shave Set,
with Gunpowder Spice
shavingc ream

and brush.

Right: The Holy Black
straight razor swivels
open easily to swap out
the disposable blades.

Far Right: The most
authentic straight
razor test is referred to
as the “"Hanging Hair
Test” or “HHT.”

Right: Carried in the
pocket, old-time

razor fighters would
use the “rat tail” to
automatically open the
blade as it was drawn
from concealment, not
unlike modern pocket
knives with a similar
notch on the blade.

(ontacts:

(800) 835-6433
BokerlSA.com

+49(0) 21222286~ 0
GF-Solingen.de/en/

help@theholyblack.com
TheHolyBlack.com

The Holy Black
Trading Company

For a new, stylish rendition of an old
classic, New York-based The Holy Black
Trading Company offers its shavette-
style barber’s straight razor. The owner
and proprietor of the company, Stefan
Vincent, wanted to recapture the feel and
look of 1800s gold-rush era barber shops.

In addition to a wide selection of
grooming supplies inspired by the
19t century, the company boasts
one of the more impressive and chic
straight razors on the market. The
Holy Black razor’s hefty camel-bone
handles and mosaic pins feel great
in the hand and provide a sufficient
grip to open the blade one-handed.

The blade swivels open to accept a regular
over-the-counter double-edged razor
(afterit is easily snapped in half by
hand). The replaceable blades of the
Holy Black razor mean the user has less
maintenance and honing. The generous
jimping on both sides of the shank allow
for a confident grip to maneuver the
short cutting edge around tight spaces.

Undying Nostalgia
The straight razor has a rich history that
elicits a nostalgic yearning for the days

of gentlemanly shaves and of old-time
gamblers and hoods who carried them for
defense or evil deeds. Though its current
resurgence may be due to fickle fashion
trends, the straight razor will always

hold an attraction for those who respect
practical skills and craftsmanship. KI



MEET A GENTLEMAN'S

EVERY DAY CARRY

Spyderco

Visit spyderco.com or your local Spyderco dealer. 800 525 7770 303 279 8383

Domestic Producers of sheet and plate products for the knife industry.
Stainless and tool steel grades, all CPM knife steels plus new:
CPM cruwear, CPM 20-CV and 6/4 titanium sheet, and the
re-introduction of CPM S60V (CPM 440V).

WE SPECIALIZE IN SERVING YOU

1-800-424-0048

Fax: 716-542-5555
716-542-5552

sales@nsm-ny.com www.nsm-ny.com

Akron, New York 14001-0280

Visit us on
www.knivesillustrated.com
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t’s like an old friend.

The first time | got a close look at

an out-the-front automatic knife
was as a sophomore in high school in the
mid-"70s. Although back then we knew it
as a “switchblade stiletto,” to be precise,
it was an Italian trap-door single-action
auto.

When you pushed the button, the blade
flew straight out of the handle and
locked open. Pointing the knife upward
and pushing the button again allowed
the blade to fall most of the way back
into the handle. A pivoting, spoon-
shaped trap door built into the front
bolster was then used to push the blade
in the rest of the way, compressing the
drive spring and recocking the action.

It was, without a doubt, one of
the coolest knives | had ever seen,

Above: Hogue Knives'
OTF is extremely

well designed and
masterfully crafted.
Itis available in both
standard versions (left)
and special limited
editions (right).

Like all Hogue Knives,
its OTF was designed

in collaboration with
renowned custom knife

I maker Allen Elishewitz.




sparking an interest in out-the-front
(OTF) knives that lives on today.

| am happy to be living during a time
when OTFs are improving in quality,
functionality and durability, and Hogue’s
version is a standout in the field.

The Elishewitz
Influence

Like all Hogue knives, its OTF models
were designed in close cooperation with
renowned custom knife maker Allen
Elishewitz. A meticulous machinist

and craftsman, and one of the premier
designers in the knife industry, Elishewitz
is also a highly skilled martial artist
who understands what “tactical” really
means. Collectively, those qualities
make a tremendous difference when it
comes to designing an OTF. While many
companies are content to make novelty
OTFs that are the functional equivalent
of fidget spinners, Hogue's Elishewitz-
influenced OTFs are truly designed to
be used.

All Hogue OTFs share the same basic
construction. The handles are comprised
of a main body and a cover panel
machined from aircraft-quality 6061-T6
aluminum and coated with various colors
of Type Il hard-coat anodizing. Precision

knivesillustrated.com

ground from .125-inch-thick CPM 154
particle metallurgy stainless steel, the
blades are available in either a clip-point
or drop-point tanto profile with a choice
of a tumbled stonewash finish or arich
black PVD coating. A rollover-style deep-
pocket stainless-steel clip, attached

to the butt end of the handle, provides
right-side, tip-down carry and balances
quick access with discreet concealment.

By itself, all of that sounds pretty
impressive, but that’s just the stuff you
can see. The real magic happens inside
the knife. And with Hogue OTFs, there’s
lots of magic.

Looking inside a Hogue OTF is like looking
inside an Apple computer for the first
time. Unlike the tangled wires of a typical
PC, the guts of an Apple are neat, orderly
and seemingly perfect. Hogue’s OTFs are
similarly orderly and pristine. Every part
is beautifully machined and finished,
completely devoid of tool marks. There
are actually fewer parts than you might
imagine, and they all fit together with
extremely precise tolerances. Amazingly,
they also do that without any screws.

All of the parts simply drop in or are
fitted together before ultimately being
held captive by the handle’s coves parl,
which is held in place by a series gf
recessed Torx screws.

“EVERY PART IS
BEAUTIFULLY MACHINED
AND FINISHED,
COMPLETELY DEVOID OF
TOOL MARKS.”

Limited Edition

Hogue’s standard OTF offerings
include various combinations of

the two blade styles and blade
finishes with different handle colors.
However, the company also enjoys
spicing things up with limited edition
versions of the design, like a special
run with stunning G-Mascus handles.

Like conventional G-10, this
material consists of multiple layers
of fiberglass impregnated with an
epoxy resin. Unlike everyone else’s
6-10, Hogue's patented process
does not leave the layers flat and
parallel; instead, it introduces
[hen-dimensional paitams and
muRisie folses g Ehe matrix.
When mained imo Snithed parts,
1he materias ingase, imulticolored
pariiems pre pevwalad  tpectacular
gl reninismeni of Msfinest
piieened Damasirs sheal,

Iemsaingly, ll of the diker
detalls of Mogue's 6-4icus

(VF s pealy ihe Same as the
auimirum-handad verion,
Inchusing the mxtiaondinary
- fiecs conitrction and
painsiaking machirmg of the main
handie body. A black FYD-coated
Lamio-styte bisde. Biadk pocket clip
anil hasthwiaee make I even more
emigue. AltPough the sample
Fevallieted was marked *1
o 34, | have mo doubt that
Higue il afisr additional
spedial rued ot i OTF
pattem in‘the friere
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The HK Hadron

For the 2018 model year, Hogue
Knives has introduced another

inits line of HK knives with the
Hadron OTF. With the addition of
the Hadron, HK Knives received an
OTF knife that includes the same
level of quality you have come to
expect from Hogue Knives. The HK
Hadron features a 3.375-inch 154

(M blade, in either clip point or
partially serrated tanto—both with
matte black Cerakote finish—and
an aluminum handle in either
matte black or matte flat dark
earth. The HK Hadron is available at
the very reasonable price of $289.95
-$299.95,

Blade Material: (PM-154
Blade Length: 3375 inches
Overall Length: 8.50inches
Blade Thickness: 0.12 inches
Handle Material: Aluminum
Handle Length: 5,125 inches
Handle Thickness: 0.5 inches
Weight: 5.16 ounces

Pocket Clip: Tip-down

Knife Type: Double-action OTF automatic
Opener: Thumb slide

MSRP: §349.95

Right: These are

all of the parts
necessary to create
the magic of Hogue's
double-action OTF.
The fit and finish of
all partsis flawless.

Once a Hogue OTF is disassembled,
closer inspection of its interior reveals
something even more extraordinary,

the handle body—including all of the
details of the inner channel in which the
blade slides—is machined from a single,
solid piece of aluminum. The finish of
the machined surfaces is flawless and
ensures a precise fit and exact alignment
of all of the knife’s working parts. The
handle cover is also beautifully machined
and features a hexagonal pattern that is
attractive and adds a subtle texture to
the ergonomic grip.

Function

Like other modern double-action OTFs,
Hogue’s operates via a sliding firing button.
Pushing the button forward loads the dual
internal springs and, when they are at their
point of maximum tension, trips a sear-like
mechanism in the handle to release the
blade and allow it to fly forward. When

the blade reaches its forward position, it

is locked open via a second sear. Pulling
back on the firing button then reverses the
process, loading the spring and tripping the
sear to close the blade.

e —

—

Using dual springs to power the blade
ensures a strong, reliable opening and
closing action. Since the button must be
moved forward or backward about 3/8 inch
to load the spring tension, its operation
also serves as a built-in safety, preventing
accidental opening of the blade when
carried in the pocket.

The most critical aspect of any double-
action OTF design is the fit and movement
of the blade within the handle. To open and
close reliably, the blade must slide freely;
however, if the knife is intended to be used
asanactual cutting tool, the blade must
also lock securely and, ideally, exhibit little
or no movement in the open position.

Hogue’s OTF achieves an outstanding
balance between these competing goals. In
well over1,000 cycles, the action never failed
to open or close the blade completely, yet in
the open position, the lock-up of the blade
was extremely solid. In fact, when | used a
dial indicator to measure the movement of
the blade when open, it only moved a scant
.020-.030inch at the tip. For a 3.5-inch-long
blade, that’s impressive.
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“|N WELL OVER1,000 CYCLES, THE ACTION
NEVER FAILED TO OPEN OR CLOSE THE BLADE
COMPLETELY...”

Truth be told, most double-action OTF knives are novelties. Like yo-yos for knife
enthusiasts, they are intended more for entertainment than serious use. Hogue’s

OTFs, however, proudly buck that trend. Its blades are crafted from premium stainless
steel, have a high-flat grind for excellent edge geometry and are delivered razor sharp.
Supported by the solid structure and reliable action of the handle design, Hogue’s OTFs
are truly functional cutting tools that rival most conventional folding knives.

In my cutting tests on rope, cardboard, tape and similar materials, they performed
very well; however, like all OTFs, care must be taken to clean the blades before closing
them, to avoid getting things like adhesive residue from tape into the knife’s interior
and fouling the action.

Since the firing button of the Hogue design is located on the handle’s spine, operation
of the knife is completely ambidextrous. Its deep-pocket clip, however, is configured for
right-side, tip-down carry. For the right-handed majority, this makes drawing, opening
and using the knife a smooth, fluid process. For lefties, a slight grip change after the
draw is all that's needed to get the knife into action.

Unrivaled Craftsmanship

Hogue’s expression of the double-action OTF automatic is, in my opinion, the
pinnacle of the breed. The company has not only elevated the concept froma
novelty to a truly functional, reliable cutting tool, it has done it with exceptional
style and unrivaled craftsmanship. Kl
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Blade lock-up is
outstanding. In the
open position, vertical
play is only about .020
inch at the tip of the
3.5-inch blade.

Far Left: Having proven
itself to be a very
capable and versatile
tool, the Hogue OTF
is the perfect EDC for
around the home or
on the town. Check
your local ordinances
for laws pertaining to
automatic knives in
your area.

Left: The Hogue OTF
is much more than
anovelty.It'san
extremely capable
cutting tool designed
to be used.

The Magic of OTF

Around the time | was introduced to
OTF knives | bought a copy of David
Steele’s classic book, Secrets of
Modern Knife Fighting, which not
only included photos of a variety

of switchblades, it showed two
OTF-style knives that opened and
closed automatically. Although the
book did not provide any further
details, the concept of what we now
properly know as a double-action
OTF fascinated me, and | spent many
hours pondering how its mechanism
might work.

My curiosity was satisfied a few
years later when Iwas a U.S. Army
private going to school in Texas. |
crossed the border from Del Rio into
Acufia, Mexico, and, lo and behold,
there were switchblades for sale
everywhere; including double-action
OTFs. | cut a deal for two of them,
stuck themin my shoes and walked
back across the border a very happy
man. Within a day and a couple
hundred openings, one of the knives
broke. That gave me the opportunity
not only to disassemble it to figure
out how it worked, but to learn how
to keep it working.

In the decades since then, | have
owned, broken, fixed and rebuilt my
fair share of OTFs, and developed

a very special appreciation for the
magic that must happen inside
these knives to make them function
properly. When a knife maker really
gets it right and creates a design that
works flawlessly, | consider that an
extraordinary achievement. That'’s
exactly what Hogue Knives has done
with its new OTF designs.

Contact

(800) 438-4741
Hoguelnc.com
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BRUCE BINGENHEIMER

Model: Anubis
Blade Material: 1080/15N20 Damascus
Blade Length: 3.25inches

Overall Length: 7375 inches

Bolster Material: Zirconium

Handle Material: Mammoth ivory
Instagram: @bingsknives

IT’S ATRAVELING ART SHOW IN YOU
POCKET WITH THESE CUSTOM BLADES

STORY BY KNIVES ILLUSTRATED STAFF
PHOTOS BY SHARPBYCOOP

hen something is worth doing, it is worth doing right. But as long as you are
doing it right, you might as well look good, too.

With these custom folders from artisans the world over, you will be the first to pull
your knife out with pride when there is a task to be tackled. You let the other guy worry about being
timid about people seeing his pocket knife; go ahead and show yours with the pride that comes from
owning a piece of functional art that will have all of your friends looking on inawe. KI
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O SPECS

DAVIDS. KULIS
Modet: Manta
Blade Material: Random stainless Damascus
Blade Length: 3 inches

Overall Length: 8 inches

Bolster Material: Bronze

¢ Handle Material: Black ash burl

Frame: Titanium

Website: WindyCityWoodworks.com
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- CHADNELL

. Model: New York Flipper

~ Blade Material: AEB-L
"« BladeLength:3inches

£ Overall Length: 1375 inches

= "~ Bolster Material: Amoeha timascus
g . Handle Material: Mother of pearl

Frame: Titanium

Website: NellKnives.com
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. CHICCHIK.YONEYAMA
. Model: STI60: Al

| Blade Material: ATS-34

- 'Blade Length: 3.031inches

1 Overall Length: 7.080 inches

Bolster Material: M3/black and silver Mokume

- fattemn

&1 Handle Material: Nother o pear

00 Website: https:/sites google.com/site/ /
| dhicchiyoneyama r .



RON APPLETON

Model: Advanced I() Mechanism
Blade Material: §7

Blade Length: 15 inches
Overall Length: Tinches
Frame: §

Website: AppletonKnives.com
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EDGE OF SURVIVAL

[HE DIRTY HALF DOZEN

SIXLAST DITCH USES FOR A KNIFE IN A SURVIVAL SITUATION

STORY AND PHOTOS BY EJ SNYDER

am often asked, “What’s the best
knife in a survival or emergency

situation?” My reply is always the
same, “The one you have on you.”

Aknifein these situations can make
the difference between living and
dying. In capable hands, a knife can be
a serious game changer. Evenin the
hands of a novice a knife can affect
the outcome, because necessity is the
mother of invention. Human instinct
and the will to survive runs deep in the
human condition, but having something
toassist usin our struggle—suchas a
knife—can make a drastic difference,
whichis why | suggest never leaving
home without one.

Surviving with just a knife is very difficult,
but when push comes to shove, and it’s
all you have, try to remember these half
dozen uses to help get you out alive.
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Photo credit: Discovery
Channel, “Naked and
Afraid”

(heck out the
author's official siteat

MY KINGDOM FORA CASTLEOR

ACHARIOT
If you become stranded out in the
elements, you can use your knife to build
ashelterand stay dry. Use it to cut down
vines for lashings or cut cordage/ropes
to theright lengths needed to hold a
structure together.

If you need to get out of Dodge and a
river is your only avenue, a knife is the
correct tool to help you build just the
right ride, complete with paddles.

LIGHT MY FIRE,BABY

Aknife can be used to builda
good primitive friction fire kit or to strike
against a ferro rod, creating the spark
needed to get a roaring blaze going. It
can also be used to process wood to
keep your fire going, allowing you to stay
warm, boil water, cook food or even fire-
harden tools and weapons.

GET SOME GRUB

Ina survival situation, calories are
important, and your knife can be vital in
helping you with many survival hunting
tasks; such as making a spear, building
traps and processing game. A knife can
easily be attached to the end of a shaft
to give your spear more bite and up your
hunting game. You can also use your
knife to make weapons for hunting, as
well as for defense from animals that
view you as food.

DEFEND YOURSELF

Survival situations are not limited
to the wilderness, sometimes a life-
and-death scenario can present itself
inan urban environment as well. In the
event of a violent attack—whether from
awould-be mugger or a wild animal—a
good knife can be just the equalizer you
need. Make sure to check your local laws
tolearn what is legal to carry in your area.

knivesillustrated.com



CLEARTHE WAY

When you find yourself impeded by
thick growth on your trek through a jungle or
forest, a good knife can be used to cut down
the brush before you to clear a path.

Although | don’t usually recommend

it, because this technique can dull your
blade, a knife can work as a good digging
instrument, should you need it in a pinch.
However, | recommend that you use your
knife to cut a digging stick or make a shift
shovel, for better results.

911, WHAT’S THEEMERGENCY?

During an emergency, a knife can be
a good all-around tool for everything from
smashing glass to cutting a crash victim
free from a stuck seatbelt. A knife willbe a
Johnny-on-the-spot lifesaver when called
into action. It can be used to modify clothing
into useful first aid items or even heated
up cherry red to cauterize an open wound if
no other alternative is available. However,
it should be noted that this type of use will
destroy the heat treat of your knife. Always
boil water to sterilize it before use in any
first-aid scenario.

If you need rescue and your knife is not
powder-coated and has a polished finish,

you can use it as a mirror to signal a passing
boat or aircraft to get you out of a hellish
situation. Worst case scenario you can bang
it ona pot or pan to make enough noise
that the neighbors can hear you froma
distance. With such an unnatural racket,
they might just decide to investigate.

Itcan Happen
Anywhere

A survival or emergency situation can
happen anywhere, at any time, without
notice, so give yourself a fighting
chance. These simple knife tips and
tricks can spell the difference between
survival and your own demise. You
need to be a factor in your own survival
and learn how a knife can save your
life, but beyond learning, you need to
practice, because a knife can also cause
a survival crisis if you are not proficient
inits use.

As a survivalist and a warrior, | see to

it that 1 always have a knife on me, in
my truck or somewhere strategically
placed around my home, and | know
how to use it. Do not be crippled by fear
or shock when these situations arise,
be the X-factor and make a difference
when you find yourself on “The Edge of
Survival.” Kl

“IN CAPABLE HANDS, A KNIFE CAN BE A
SERIOUS GAME CHANGER....”

knivesillustrated.com
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CURTIS HAALAND MAKES EVIDENT HIS LOVE FOR THE CRAFT

STORY BY JOSHUA SWANAGON | PHOTOS BY CURTIS HAALAND #

hey are sharp, pointy and
beg to be held. When |
stumbled on the work of
Curtis Haaland at Free
Hill Blades | found myself wanting
toreachinto my computerscreen
and pick one up. It was almost a
compulsion. Every onceinawhileyou
discover the work of someone that
makes you ask yourself, “How have |
never seen this maker before?” Curtis
is one such maker.

01AnEarly Start

To look at Curtis’s work it would be
difficult to guess that heis only 21, but
perhaps more impressive is the fact that
he got his start when he was a wee lad of
17.Coming from an artistic family, Curtis
has always loved art, knives and working
with his hands. One day his father

told him he could put those passions
together and make knives. We now get
toreap the rewards of his father’s advice.

02 The Challenges

Curtis finds challenge in designing and
creating something that is visually
flawless, comfortable and useful.
However, he finds his biggest challenge
in gaining the notoriety to make
money doing
what he
loves most, although
I think this will

be a short-lived problem.

03 Inspired
A couple of years after Curtis started on
his knife-making path he met

Burt Foster at a hammer-in

at Haywood Community College.

Curtis has since gotten to know Burt and
learn from him. For this reason, Curtis

cites Burt as his biggest inspiration, along
with other knife-making dynamos, such
as Nick Wheeler, Jason Knight, Scott
McGhee and Michael Quesenberry.

04 The Materials

When it comes time to start working on
anew knife Curtis likes to reach for the
W1 tool steel due toits round stock and
ability to take a good hamon, which lets
him get really creative. For his handle
scales he prefers African blackwood
because it looks classy when finished
and has a subtle wood grain.

05 Dual Talents

When Curtis is working on custom blades
he likes to forge, giving them that extra
personal touch. For any of his more
standard designs he uses

stock removal.

I

ALITTLEDEEPER

Instagram:
@freehillblades

Website:
FreeHillBlades.com

06 Ordering

Working out of his Gray, Tennessee,
shop, Curtis provides custom blades
and more standard designs that he
can customize with different handle
materials and blade finishes. He does
take customer requests and will take
direction from the customer, but he
executes the design work himself.

If you would like some custom work
from Curtis, you can expect your wait
time to be a staggering two to three
weeks—now that is fast. However, |
have a feeling that after people start
seeing his work the time frame will

get longer. | recommend that you get
while the getting is good. Judging by his
work, itisn’t going to be long before he
will be in demand. KI
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Seven years ago, Kershaw’s brother brand, Zero Tolerance, launched the 0777. At the Blade
Show that same year, the 0777 was named Overall Knife of the Year. While ZT went on to

LU c KY N U M B E R 7 make several versions of the 0777, it wasn’t enough.

Demand for this lightweight, versatile knife, inspired by the original, grew. So, last year Kershaw
introduced our own “7”. Dubbed the Natrix, the 7007 was quickly accepted by knife users.

Ill.'i-_‘.

*Ii: ¥

I
.,
- i

Now Kershaw is introducing new versions—some bigger, some smaller,
some with carbon fiber. Look for them to debut throughout 2018.

NATRIX SERIES

NEW
7007CF

NEW
NEW 7006CU
7007BLK -
70080LBLK s
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